Beautiful Arcadian, 


BEING 


A true ACCOUNT B's young 
e 


HE fair Chorana, of whom 1 
am to write, was the only 
“HDaugghter of one of the no- 

E bleſt and richeſt Perſons in al! 
Arcadia; but he being like- 


wiſe moſt profuſe, had ſo far conſumed 
his Subſtance before he died (which was 
in the Prime of his Life) that he had l. 
not in his Power to provide for his D 
ter: So ſo calling for his Son to his Bed-fide, | 


1 

2 The Beautiful ARM 
My Son, ſays he, it is with no ſinall Grief 
that I am obliged to beg it of you, as 
my dying Requeſt, to do that for your 
Siſter which was my Duty to have done. 
Be a Father to her, and take Care 
More he could not fay; the Agonies of 
Death were too ſtrong upon him; and 
in a few Minutes after he departed, leav- 
ing his Son and Daughter inconſolable. 


Tr1s generous Brother (for ſo I may 
juſtly call him) after giving Orders that 
his Father's Obſequies ſhould be perform- 
c according to his Quality, went to com- 


J Y fort his diſconſolate Siſter, promiſing to 
* be a Parent to her; which he effectually 
performed. And now Henricus (fo was 
db called) took proper Meaſures for re- 
== deeming his almoſt expired Grandeur; 


be 3 ſeveral of his Father's ex- 
1 travagant Cuſtoms, and lived himſelf a 
& Miracle of Frugaity; while he allow'd 
I Siſter a Govern and two Women to 
- wait on her, with every Thing anſwerable 
Z 5 5D. Sg Birth. tHe likewiſe had her in- 
be > IP I, 22-4 uche N 
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The Beautiful ARCADIAN, 3 
ſtructed in all the different Branches of a libe- 
ral Education fit to compleat a Lady of C- 
rana's Beauty and Capacity. She made fo 
great a Proficiency, that her Brother's Love 
increaſed towards her ſo much, that he even 
refuſed ſeveral very advantageous Matches 
for himſelf, giving always for Reaſon that 
he would never marry till his Siſter was 
well fettled ; adding, that as his Circum- 
ftances were ſo indifferent to what they 
were in his Father's Time, he thought -it 
an indiſpenſable Duty for him to live Engle, 
that Clrana might ſhare his Fortune, 

| which ſhe could not do, in caſe he marry'd, 
without wronging his Lady and as | 


4 


Tus extream generous Diſpoſition of - - 
ans made every one admire, and 
raiſed the Curiofity of the Malicious to fee. . 
Chrana, whom they believed to be only,. 


the other Hand, the impartial imagine 
her to be (as was truly the Caſe) a Ma.. 


ter-piece of Nature, and that her Brother's 


a Complication of Deformities ; ae” 7 7 2 | 


Lowe was but the Eifect of a paternal Care, 2 1 
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4 The Beawiful ARCADIAN. 


leſt his Siſter having much Beauty, and 


little Fortune, might fall a NP to . 
nee Fee. wrt” ee 


having a moſt ſprightly Judgment, and po- 
lite as well as affable Behaviour, which 
attracted the Eyes of a great Part of the 
Beau Mond to be her Admirers; and 
though ſhe had a conſiderable Spark of 


Ambition, yet ſhe knew ſo well how to 


temper it, that it only appear'd as the 
Effect of a genteel and ſtrictly yirtuous 


7 Education. But as Perſons of all Degrees 


have found one Rule to be without Ex- 
ception, viz, the more Merit the more 
| Envyers. they have to -grapple with, fo 
ano - it with Chrana; for although ſhe 

as by all admired; and frequently known 
by the Name of the Fair Shepherdeſs, yet 
amongſt theſe there were ſome who. Kar 
pled not to W N 5 ber Cen. in the 
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I musT not cine to hes my Readers, 
that of all her Adorers none propoſed Mar- 
riage; for as to Perſons of Note, ſuch. as 
Henricus could approve of, there was a 
poiſonous Report whiſpered among tliem 
by a Relation of Choranas (which I ſhall. 
hereafter mention) that put a ſtop to their 


honourable Intentions; and as for thoſe 
of an inferior Degree (although ſennelentiy | 


able to ſupport her according to her Birth) 
they dared not to make their Offers for 
fear of being rejected, as it afterwards hap- 


pen d. So. Chrana continued to be no 


more than the famed Toaſt of all, to the 
great Mortification of her own Sex; and 
now arrived at the Age of Eighteen, all 
blooming as a freſh- blown Roſe cheriſhed) 
by the Care of an experienc'd Gardener, 


who-. with Pleaſure allows all to bat 


hold, but none to pluck the charming Pro- 
duct of Nature, this fragrant Flower, from 


its Parent-Branch, and render his Labour 


abortive ; ; ſo Henricus impioys all his dne 


| N a -B 3 | renal? | 5 N 5 


. - 8 
n 
PU F 4 - 


6 The Beauitful ARCADIAN, 
ternal Beauties, and now and then endea- 
vours to prepoſſeſs her | with an Idea of 
her own Merit, to prevent her being ſedu- 
oed by any. one unworthy: of her. One 
Lecture of this kind was ſufficient ; for, as 
I hinted, Chrana wanted not Ambition; 
and as Vanity is one of the innate Prin- 
ciples of the Fair Sex, ſhe could not be ſo 
unfiniſhed as to want a good Share of it; 


for ſhe now began to ſhew that ſhe knew | 


How to value herſelf as much as her Bro- 
| _w_ could wiſh. 


- HowEeveR this hinder'd not a Youth of 
an immenſe Fortune (and in Merit in- 
ferior to none) from offering his Service, and 
propoſing to ſettle a prodigious Dowry on 
Chrana ; for having no Minor Brothers or 
Siſters, his Eſtate was all in his own Power. 


Im a Word, he was what might have made 


any Lady happy. Notwithſtanding all this, 
our Heroine (whether ſhe was endu d with 


4 Spirit of Prophecy 1 know not) ſtrenu- 


ouſly refuſed him with all his Offers, and 
her Prot PINOY forbid him to 
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De Beautiful Axcanran 7 
make any more of his audacious Propoſals 
(as he term d them) to his Siſter, adding, his 
obſcure Birth ought to have ſtifled his In- 
clination, and not have ſuffer d him to caſt 
his Eyes on a Lady ſo much above him. 
However, faid he, I ſhall pardon you this; 
but at your Peril make no further Attempts. 


Tr1s haughty Repulſe ſo exaſperated 
Octavio (for that was his Name) that he 


was almoſt / reſolved to have challenged 


Henricus; but thinking it might appear 
too much the Effect of Paſſion, he retired, 
without anſwering, reſolving to purſue the 


Dictates of his Reaſon, after a more ma- 
ture Conſideration. As he was Maſter 6f 

a ſublime Underſtanding, . he thought it 
very improper to hazard his own Life, or 
attempt to take away that of another, uren 


ſo trifling an Occaſion. Shall I, lays he, un- 


-dertake my Maker's Work, to go myſelf, 


or ſend another out of We World befotfe 
the appointed Time? How can 1 then 


ſtand before the Tribunal of the Moſt 


High, loaded with Otimes of ſuch a damñ- 


| of 
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8 The Beautiful Ax cab AN. 
ing Nature? Or ſuppoſing this Action to 


be no Crime, yet ſhall I (though to make 
myſelf happy) force my Way through a 
Brother's Heart, to take Poſſeſſion of his 


charming Siſter? No, no, Octavio, die 
rather a thouſand Deaths inflicted upon 


thee by the Hand of Providence, than once 


be guilty of an ignominious Action. Cle- 


rana is fair; Oh! ſhe is all charming as 


the Goddeſs Flora, and I would attempt 
every Difficulty (that conſiſts with my Ho- 


nour) to make her for ever mine; but ſince 
all honcurable Propoſals fail to gain the 
glorious Prize, what then remains for me 


but to retire and ſpend my Days in Soli- 


tude, waiting till Time ſhall deſtroy this 


my mortal Frame, and ſet at Liberty my 
better Part, to enjoy the Fruits of Virtue 


— 


I 'OCTAY 10, after have thus expoſty- 


? 


in the Celeſtial Paradiſe ? 


lated with himſelf, concluded to commit 


the Event to the Care of Heaven, and 


tried to compoſe himſelf to Reſt. Early in 
* Morning he * * for his 


The Beautiful Arxcanian. 9 
Coach he went to ſee an intimate Friend, 
to whom he unboſom'd his Mind. At his 
Arrival his Friend received him. with all 
the Marks of a fincere Friendſhip, and af- 
ter the firſt Compliments were' paſt he aſk- 
ed Octavio, how it came to paſs that he 
had been fo long abſent, and the Reaſon 
of his agreeable early Viſit that Morning? 
I am come, faid Octavio, to take my eter- 
nal Leave of you, and to put you in full 
Poſſeſſion of my Eſtate, ſupplying me 
(when I ſend for it) with what little I may 
have Occaſion for, barely to ſupport Na- 
ture, and the reſt diſpoſe of as you pleaſe; 
for ſince my charming Chrana refuſes to 
ſhare it with me, I have no further Uſe for 
Riches. Thereupon he related all con- 
cerning Chrana, and the Affront Henricus 
had given him; telling him withal how 
he intended to ſpend che Remnant of * 
Life. 


His Friend, ſurprized at this raſh Under 
taking, haſtily reply'd; My Dear O#a- 
vw, Why will you ſo precipitately leave 
29387) | your 


10 The Beautiful AxcADILAVN. 
vour Country and Friends for a worthleſs 
Maid? Tis true, Clorang is fair, and you are 
comely; ſhe of high Birth, you little in- 
ferior; but you are rich and ſhe is poor; and 
the Principal of all is, you have a Soul 
pure and unſtain'd as a Veſtal, whereas hers 
is black; yes, my Octavio, black as Hell, 
ſtain'd with that horrid Sin of Inceſt; and 
to convince you of the Truth, III call 
Lady Albertina, who, though a Couſin 
to Clrana, yet will not deny but what 
I have told you is true: Nor ſhould I ever 
have reveal'd it, but to prevent your un- 
adviſed Deſign. | 


90 III RE Octavio interrupted him, ſaying, 
My Lord, although I have been ſo long 
flent, tis not becauſe I had nothing to 
fay in Vindication of Clorana's Innocence; 
but know, my Lord, though I ſerupled 
engaging with Henricus on account of his 
rude Denial to me, yet I dare and will | 
+ defend the Character of my worthy Chra- 
"2a, nor is it the Name of Friendſhip ſhall | 


n me, "Evens 10 the laſt Prop of my 
pureſt 


| 
| . 
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pureſt Blood ; for that little Regard I had 
for Life is vaniſhed, ſince I have lived to 
hear her detracted, who might be an Ex- 
ample of Perfection to the brighteſt of her 


 OCTAV IO would have proceeded, but his 

Friend endeavour d to mitigate his Reſent- 

ment, by proteſting that what he had faid 

was not out of Prejudice to Chrana; for, 
fays he, I really pity her, and believe her 
Brother to be the Aggreſſor, as having de- 
luded her by ſome Stratagem peculiar to 
his dark Proceedings: For, continu'd he, 
his Manner of Refuſal to you appear'd 
more the Effect of a jealous Rival, than 
the Care of a Brother. Therefore, my 
Octavio, reſume your former Tranquillity , 
forget Clorana with all her Faults; look - 
upon her. as you would on a Picture, whoſe 

beautiful Appearance gratifies the Sight; 
when perhaps the other Side may be in- 
teſted with poiſonous Inſef:- > 2: theft; 


HERE 
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_ - Here the Lady Albertina coming in, 

broke off. the Diſcourſe for a Time; but 
after ſeveral Civilities betwixt OZavio and 
her, ſhe addreſs d herſelf to him in the fol- 
lowing Manner. It is, Sir, (ſaid ſhe) with 
the greateſt Reluctance in the World that 
I take it upon me to rehearſe a Story of 
ſuch a monſtrous Nature, that muſt ſhock 
the Underſtanding of the moſt Impartal ; 
and was it not that I myſelf have almoſt 
been an Eye-witneſs of Chrana's indecent 
Behaviour, I ſhould not venture to repeat 
it. But, Sir, if amorous Kiſſes, and tender 
Embraces, and lying claſpt in one another's 
Arms for Hours together, may be thought 
an Introduction to ſomething more, then is 
Henricus guilty, and Clorana in no wiſe 
innocent. Pardon me, Sir, if I beg leave 
to ſay no more; the natural Mpdeſty of 
my Sex commands me to he filent, only 
in this let us all join, to pray for 181 theſe 
Criminals Converſion. Bae 
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Here the Lady ended, and Octavio 
was, for ſome Time, not able to ſpeak ; at 
length ſays he, with a deep Sigh, if Clo- 
rana be thus corrupted, who then of her 
Sex can be free? Not, Madam, that I ſuſ- 
pect the Authentickneſs of what you re- 
late; your Sympathy for your Friend con- 
firms the Truth of it; but if it be yet con- 
ceal'd from the World, Oh! let me ex- 
perience ſo much of your Goodneſs as ſtill 
to keep it ſecret. For my Part, I will en- 
deavour to forget Chrana, unleſs, as you 
well adviſe, ſometimes to offer up a Prayer 
for her ; and the better to put this in Prac- 
tice I will retire to ſome remote Corner, 
there to enjoy that real Felicity which the 
gay TIP are "Rt ignorant of. | 


oc would now have taken hie 
Leave, but his Friend with much ado per- 
ſuaded him to ſtay that Night to compoſe 
himſelf, and gave him all the Aſſurances 
of a real Friendſhip and faithful Endea- 


1 "9 Wars to ſerve him in any Thing that might 


1 | contribute 
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ES growing Paſſion, which Octavio but too 
well underſtood ;- yet with a feign'd Igno- 
- ance he faid to her, How comes it, Lady 


pour ſprightly Converſation to revive the 
FF . whole Company, are now in Appearance 
mctamorphos'd to a Statue? Is it the cha- 


e Is moſt probable) have you placed 


contribute to his future Satisfaction. Oca- 
vio thank d him in very obliging Terms, 
and ſo changed the Diſcourſe to ſome 
other Subject, till a n Supper was 
1 in. 


Waits Supper laſted a Thought came 
into Oct auios Mind; he obſerved Alber- 
tina to be exceeding penſive, and often fur- / 
priſed her looking very wiſhfully upon 
him ; but when by chance their Eyes met, 
Atbertina would with the utmoſt Confuſion 
decline her Head, and ſtifle thoſe tell-tale 
Sighs which betray'd all the Symptoms of 


Albertina, that you, who were wont with 


rĩtable Concern you have for Clorand's . 
or can you pity my unhappy Fate? or 


on one who merits not 
. 1 


The Beautiful R Rc ADAM. I'S 


your Eſteem? If fo, then you know how 


to commiſerate my Condition, and I may 
undoubtedly bope for a Share in your 
generous Sympathy; therefore, Madam, 
tell me in which of theſe Points I am moſt 
obliged to you, that I may be grateful as far 
as my preſent Circumſtances will permit. 


- Ir was not difficult to fee the pleaſing 
Surprize of Albertina at this Juncture; ſhe 
labour d under all the Agitations of Mind 


to return; till rouſing herſelf out of that 
Lethargy of Love (for Love it was) ſhe 
faid, As for Chrana, her Baſeneſs deſerves 


not my Concern, and you, Sir, are too 
much above my Pity, for J account you 


fortunate in having failed of what you fo 
much deſired, (I mean Chrana) hut for 


Sympathy, be aſſurd that whatever © the 


brave Octavio ſuffers, I ſhall always. ſym⸗ 


pathize ; for I would, if poſſible, bear it all; 


yet this proceeds not from the miſplacing 


my Affections, for the Perſon I eſteem _ 


is worthy of more than I can beſtow upon 


9 4 


imaginable, nor knew ſhe what Anſwer 


him, - 
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him, and I glory in having fo well diſpoſed 
of my Heart. She faid no more, but 
bluſhed, which plainly diſcover'd the Senti- 
ments of her Soul. Octavio was very full 
in his Acknowledgments, and pretended to 
approve her Choice, and wiſh'd her Siic- 
ceſs with the Perſon ſhe loved. This made 
Albertina believe ſhe had indeed gain'd an 
mtire Conqueſt, whereupon ſhe grew ſo 
gay, that the Company were ſorry the 
Night was ſo far ſpent, which obliged 
them to part; where we will leave them 
to retire ſeparately to their Repoſe. | 


7 Ixr was impoſſible for Octavio to ſleep, 
ten Thouſand various Thoughts diſturbed 
his Mind; he now faw Foo his dear 

Clorana was wronged by the Malice of one, 

who by her Nearneſs of Blood ought to 

have conceal'd her Failings, inſtead of pub- 
liſhing them; for, in the firſt Place, Al- 
bertina was a Relation and particular Friend, 

| and conſequently a Confident to all Chra- 
na's moſt private Tranſactions; had ſhe 


therefore been really guilty, as was repre- 
ſented | 


1 
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We Beautiful Axcanian. 17 
ſented, ſtill the Recital of it betray d a very 
treacherous Diſpoſition i in Abbertina, to di- 
vulge a Secret of the higheſt Nature to 
ruin a Lady, whom ſhe pretended to have 
the tendereſt Regard for. But when he 
conſidered that he himſelf was the Author 
of all, he could ſcarce refrain from curling 
his unfortunate Stars, which had made him 
the Object of Albertina's Love, that being 
the Fountain from whence all theſe Evils 


ſprung. 


OCTAYT 0 being now fully convinced; 
by all Circumſtances, of the Falſeneſs of this 
Accuſation, he reſolved to communicate his 
Thoughts to his Friend, and conſult what 


was the propereſt Method to diſcover the 
"Truth: For although he had given over 


all Hopes of  Clorana, yet he could not bear 
to hear her branded in ſuch an opprobrious 
Manner. So riſing pretty early he walked in- 
to the Garden, and meeting his Friend's Va- 
let-de-Chambre he defired him to acquaint 


his Lord that he beg'd to ſpeak with him: 
which the Servant immediately did. | | 


C Iv 
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Perſon; but I appeal to your better 
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Ir was not long before his Lordſhip 
came, and after a. friendly Good-Morrow 


on both Sides, Ocfauio, without any Cere- 


mony, thus begun; My Lord, you will, I 
hope, pardon me, when I tell you that you 


and Albertina, nay, I myſelf, are all guilty 


in aſperſing Clorana; believe me, my Lord, 
it is but a Calumny to eclipſe her illuſtrious 
Birth and princely Qualifications, which 
J am determined to ſearch into, even to 
the utmoſt Receſs of Albertina's Heart; 
for there the malignant Fiend lurketh, and 
Envy and Love in Conjunction have en- 
gendered this Offspring of Infamy, which 
you and I have helped to bring forth, by 
giving ear to it; but, my Lord, I conjure 
you by all our Friendſhip to aid me in this, 
and all the Remainder of my Life ſhall be 


devoted to your Service. Albertina, con- 


tinued he, is in Love, and if it would not 
book like Vanity in me, I could i 


ment. Octavio, rephed his Lordthip, I 


_ of your FRO and you have. but 


jo” 
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juſt got the Start of me by telling your 
Mind firſt; and now I tell you that I am 
ſo much concerned, that I ſhould join with 
the malicious Maid to prejudice an inno- 
cent Perſon, that it has deprived me this 
Night of my Sleep; nor ſhall I enjoy any 
Peace, till I have retrieved my Credit with 
you. Albertina indeed loves Octavio to 
Madneſs, and would facrifice her Siſter to 
her Folly, on Condition ſhe ſhould gain 
Octavio; for there's the Source of all. I 
obſerved her in all her various Changes of 
Humour, how Envy, Love and Fear had 
an equal Struggle, but Love preſides o'er all 
her Actions. Now if you follow my Advice, 
you will ſoon know the Truth, by pre- 
tending to forget Chrana, and ſhewing 
ſome Complaiſance to Albertina; and I, the 
better to colour our Deſign, will endeavour 
to perſuade you to ſtay here, which you 
refuſing, Albertina muſt be ſhe who can 
prevail; and by your telling her the great 
Influence ſhe has over you obliges you to 
ſtay, the vain Maid will think your Ineli- 


nations warm towards her: So when we 
— — C2 find 


| 


* 
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find the Iſſue of this, leave the reft to my 
Management; for I would hazard my Life 


to redreſs the Wrongs of a Perſon injured ; 
eſpecially fince I was the firſt that told you 
the. offenſive Tale, tis my Duty to be the 
fame. in diſcovering the wicked Author of 
this horrible Slander.— Octavio thank'd him, 
and told him he had now made him a full 
Recompence for the Uneaſineſs his Lordſhip 
had cauſed him, and willingly ſubmitted to 
whatever his Lordſhip thought reaſonable. 


By this Time the Family was up, and 
Octavio ordered his Coach and Servants to 
be in Readineſs to depart, as ſoon as he could 


| bid the Ladies adieu. While this was do- 


ing, my Lord goes to Albertina, tells her 


Octavio waits to kiſs her Hand, for he is 


_ inſtantly going, nor can my Siſter or my- 


ſelf (ys be) with all our Arguments per- 


ſuade him to ſtay: So unleſs you can in- 
fluence him to defer his Journey for a few 
Days, we wholly loſe all Hopes of ever ſee- 
ing him again. At this Albertina changed 


pale as Death; but recovering, ſhe ſaid ſhe 


2 would 
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would uſe all the Art and Power ſhe was 
| Miſtreſs of to induce him to ſtay. - Here 
ſhe ſtopt, for a Servant coming in told her 
Octavio heg d Admittance. She ordered the 
Servant immediately to conduct him in, 
while my Lord went to conſult with his 
Siſter. As Octavio enter d, without giving 
him Time to ſpeak, ſhe accoſted him in 
Manner following: What do I hear, Octa- 
V0; is it true that you are going to rob us 
of your agreeable Company, and ſhut your- 
ſelf up from the World in the Spring of 
your Life? What is there nothing here can 
divert you from your auſtere Purpoſe? If 
we are too gay for you, we will be more 
grave, and indulge you in your own, Way, 
ſince we can't divert you; or, if your Averſion 
to our Sex be ſo great, we'll transform our- 
ſelves, put on the Habits of Men, fit, ſigh, 
and be melancholy with you; nay, even 
rail at our very ſelves; ſay we are vile, vile 
as Chrana; all this and more would I do 
to calm O#avio's Mind: Do but honour 
us with your Company, and you may find 
an Opportunity of revenging yourſelf on 
them who have wronged you. Here Octa- 

3 vio 
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vio ſmiling, ſaid, Madam, your laſt Words, 
and the Hopes you give me of Revenge, 
have wholly engaged me to honour my 
ſelf in your Converſation. It is the guilty 
ones I would be revenged on, and if yon 
will but join with me, I doubt not but in a 
| ſhort Time to find a fit Opportunity. But 
let me intreat you, Madam, to have a more 
generous Opinion of me, than to think that 
Railing at your Sex can adminiſter any Eaſe 
to my preſent Grief. On the contrary, I do 
aſſure you, it would be the moſt agreeable 
Subject in Life to hear you imploying your 
Rhetorick in Praiſe of the Females; nor is 
there any Thing more charming (in my 
humble Opinion) than for the Ladies to 


ſpeak well of one another; and could I be 


certain of Clorana's Innocence, I would 
uſe my beſt Endeavours to extinguiſh my 
Paſſion for her, and offer my Heart to 
one from whom I might hope a better Re- 
ception, But pardon me, Madam, when 

I frankly own to you, that the Account 
you have given me of your Couſin hath 
ſtagger d my Reſolution ſo much, that I 


* 
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ſhall for the future act wich a particular Cau- 

tion towards your Sex in general: For if Clo- 

rana (who had all the early Tenets of Virtue 

and Religion inſtild into her by a prudent 

Education) can fall into the loweſt Abyſs 

of Viciouſneſs, what may we not ſuſpect 

from Perſons more inclined to Levity, and 

leſs under Subjection to diſcreet Superiors? 1 
have not yet proteſted againſt Marriage, for 

the Sake of Clorana, for my Hopes were 
only founded on the ardent Eſteem I had 
for her Perſon and Merit, and not on any 

Encouragement ſhe ever gave me: And now 
my prophetick Soul tells me, Chorana is deſ- 

tined to rule; Millions, like me, ſhall 
kneel to kiſs her Robe, while ſhe, with 
majeſtick Smiles, ſhall chear the Beholders- 

PB or me, I ſhall content myſelf in my ham- 
ble State, without preſuming to with for any 
Thing but Clorana's Happineſs, (Here Ocrta- 
70 diflembled but very aukwardly.) Now, 
Madam, you know my Mind, and ſince 
you alone can perſuade me to ſtay, I 
ſhall inſiſt on the Performance of your 
| 3 and do believe you can contribute 
; C4\ more 
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more to my Satisfaction than any one, with- 
out the Expence of blaſting Reputations ; 
So I conclude my long Harangue with put- 
ting you in mind of a French Proverb, Si 
guelgu un veut qu on parle bien de lui, qu'il 
ne parle pas mal 4 autrai. Here Ofavio 
* bow ed, and left her in the utmoſt Confu- 
ſion; for Albertina wanted not a quick Ap- 
prehenſion, and being conſcious ſhe had 
wronged both Clorana and her Brother, ſhe 
fear d Octavio had a Suſpicion of it; but 
ſince he had conſented to ſtay, ſhe flatter'd 
herſelf with the Hopes that her future Be- 
haviour would compenſate for all. 


Tuus ſurmounting all the Difficulties 
Which her guilty Mind ſuggeſted to herg 
ſhe went to find her Coufiti Amelia to tell 
her ſhe had ſucceeded : But Amelia was not 
to be found; her Brother had call'd her, 
and told her he would never own her for 


_ his Siſter, if ſhe refus'd her Aſſiſtance in a 


material Affair, which he had to commit 
to her Care. As Amelia was a Lady of a 
proctrating Judgment, he knew her Bro- 


ther 
/ 


The Beautiful Ac ADAN. 25 
ther would not propoſe any Thing to her 
that was in itſelf pernicious: So without He- 
ſitation ſhe promis'd her fincere Obedience 
to his Commands, "Tis well, ſaid he, at 
preſent I have only this to fay ; you ſhall 
(with Albertina) endeavour to divert Octa- 
vio as much as poſſible, and ſeem to ingra- 
tiate yourſelf into his Favour. At this 
Amelia ſtarted, but her Brother prevented 
her ſpeaking, and progeeded thus: You need 
not fear Oavio will think you are in Love 

with him, he knows you are otherways de- 
ſigned, he likewiſe knows that what you 
do in this Caſe is by my Direction: So you 

are in no Danger from any one excepting 
Albertina, who will be piqued at your Pr 
ceeding; and that is what we aim at: For! 
my dear Siſter, youare ſenſible of the infa- 
mous Report ſhe hath ſpread of Lady Chra- 
na and her Brother, whom I believe to be 
entirely innocent, ſince I have obſerved 
Albertina to be intoxicated with Love to 
Octavio; and I am informed, that while 
ſhe reſided with Clorana, her amorous Diſ- 

4 * (to Henricus) render'd her ſo ridi- 

| culous, 
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culous, that ſhe was only a Deſtroyer of 
Converſation ; and now ſhe has turn'd her 
Eyes another Way, the Effect will be the 
ſame: But you muſt (after raiſing her 
Jealouſy) when you perceive her incline 
to be melancholy, offer all you can to 
comfort her. Tell her O#avro loves her, 
flatter her Vanity to the higheſt Pitch, till 
ſhe confeſſes to you her own Love, and 
then we ſhall find a Way to clear Chrang. 
Act prudently, my Siſter; for you and 1 
have the ſame Chance of falling under the 
Laſh of Albertina's malicious Tongue, as 
well as Henricus and Clrana, Theſe laſt 
Words rouſed all the Faculties of Amelia 
Soul; ſhe. told her Brother ſhe perfectly 
comprehended what he would have her do; 
that he need ſay no more, for ſhe would 
take care the Viper ſhould be deprived of 
its Poiſon. Thus they parted, one to look 
for his Friend, the other to ſeek her 
Enemy, 

- AMEL I came to Albertina's Apart- 


n where ſhe found her very thought- 
= a 
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ful, having now had Time to make Reflec- 
tions on Octavio s Diſcourſe, She found 
him not ſo obliging as ſhe at firſt imagined, 
for the perceived a double Meaning in every 
Word he had ſaid; beſides, Guilt (that 
corroding Ulcer to the human Mind) was 
no grown ſuch a troubleſome Companion, 
that ſhe would have given the World to 
have been free from it, However, when 
Amelia came, ſhe put on a ſerene Counte- 
nance, and told her ſhe had been looking for 
her, to tell her of her good Succeſs; for, 
continues ſhe, Ofavio hath at laſt yielded 
to ſtay, Amelia told her (ſmiling) you 
have more Intereſt with OZavo than my 
Brother and I together; and I fancy I may 
congratulate you upon your making a new 
Conqueſt; but leſt I ſhould make you too 
vain, I'll defer it till I have more Proofs of 
it. Several ſmart Repartees paſs'd betwixt 
them; but Dinner being ready, they all fat 
down ; where we leave them, to ſee how 
the fair Shepherdeſs (Clorana) goes on. 


Tur 
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_ {Tax Report of her Beauty was now ſo 

far ſpread, that her Picture was ſent to the 
Courts of ſeveral great Monarchs (there to 
adorn the Beauty Rooms) as a Preſent wor- 
thy their Acceptance; particularly, to the 
Vandal King and the Prince of the Mamma- 
lacks, who both were equally ſurprized at 
her exceeding Beauty, and would frequently 
aſk their Courtiers, who had ſeen her, if 
Clorana was as fair as ſhe was repreſented ? 
They reply'd, No. For theſe being ac- 
quainted with the Calumny which Alberti- 
na had raiſed on her, they thought them- 
ſelves obliged to prevent the Prince's Infatu- 
ation with the painted Out- ſide of ſuch cor- 
rupt Fruit, without ſpeaking plainer than 
to ſay her Pourtrait was a Compliment, and 
the Praiſe due to the Painter more than to 
the Original. Theſe Courtiers made a 
| Scruple of touching ſo tender a Part as Re- 
putation (a Thing rare amongſt the Cour- 
tiers of our Time) and choſe a ſofter Me- 
thod to leſſen the Value: of the charming 


Maid, which they did. for a conſiderable : 
* Time; £ 
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Time; till Prince Leonel, Brother to the 
King, and Heir Apparent to the Vandal 
Crown, grew ſo inamour'd, that he private- 
ly reſolved to be faithfully informed whe- 
ther this was a real or falſe Repreſentation 
of Chrana. So calling a Page, whom he 
could confide in, he told him he had a Se- 
cret of the higheſt Importance t6 intruſt 
him with ; and ſhould expect a juſt and 
ſpeedy Performance of his Commands, The 
Page reply'd, My Lord, the great Confi- 
dence which your Highneſs hath in me, 
binds me ſo much to your Service, that my 
whole Life is not ſufficient to acknowledge 
the Favour. So, my Lord, be pleas'd to 
command, and believe 'it done. The 
Prince then told him of his Paſſion for CI- 
rana, and deſired he would go to Arcadia, 
and uſe all his Aſſiduity to ſee her; and 


without Diſguiſe, ſays he, give me a true 

Account of her PerfeCtions ; for if ſhe be as 
completgas my Fancy ſuggeſts, the Cron 
of the Yandals is too trifling for her, But, 
my dear Frederick, how will you proceed 
in this Undertaking? The Page anſwered, 
.—— 2. It 
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I his Highneſs would pleaſe to write him 
a Diſcharge, and ſay therein he had ſerved 
him as a Lacquey, he would go to Arcadia 
under Pretence of ſeeking a Service, and 
might, by that Means, come not only to the 
Sight of Lady Clarana, but perhaps to 
ſerve her; and conſequently be capable of 
giving a more impartial Account. The 
Prince approved his Deſign, and diſpatch'd 
him the next Day, telling him he ſhould 
be very impatient till he heard from him. 


ArTExR the Departure of the Page, the 
Prince ſuffer'd alternately all the Agonies of 
a Mind oppreſs d with Love and Doubts ; 
but his Thoughts preſaging Succeſs to his 
Wiſhes, he endeavour d to divert his Time 
with the Ladies of that Court till Prederic#'s 
Return, who by this Time was pretty far 
advanced on his Journey, without any Hin- 
drance; but coming to a ſpacious Wood a lit- 
tle Mile from Henricus's Caſtle, he entred a 
beautiful Walk, which lead him by Degrees 
to a Place where two Paths met, and where 
his Sight was gratified. with the Proſpect of 


a 
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a noble Structure, which he rightly imagin'd 
to be the Habitation of the fair Shepherd- 


But while he was 
Thoughts, he inady | 
Path, which brought him at laſt to the 
thickeſt Part of the Wood. As it was not 
later than Four a Clock, and in the Summer, 
Frederic was in no Apprehenſion of Dan- 
ger, but ſtood ſtill to admire the Regularity 
of the many lofty Oaks, which in a friend- 
ly Manner united their ſpreading Branches, 
and feem'd to form a Shade to ſhelter weary 
Pilgrims from the ſcorching Sun. So fit- 
ting down to regale himſelf with the freſh 
Breezes, that were doubly rarified by their 
intricate Windings through different Sorts 
of Trees, ſome Myrtle, ſome Walnuts 
and Jeſamin, the Fragrancy of the Smell 
made Frederick utter theſe Words aloud. 
O Arcadia, well may Poets fing thy Praiſe, 

| Ih would not chuſe to be an humble 


Shepherd 
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Shepherd to live here! where Nature — But 
here he was interrupted by four Men, who 
appear d by their ſtern Looks to be deſpe- 
rate Out-laws, who live on the Prey of 
Strangers. Prederick would have gone back 
the Way he came, but was prevented; for 
theſe Ruffians ſeized him; and ſuppoſing 
him to be a Lacquey to ſome Perſon of 
Note (for he had on a Livery) they ſwore 
to murder him, if he refuſed to tell them 
where his Maſter's Riches were, and like- 
wile to aſſiſt them in their villainous Intent 
of robbing him. Frederick told them he 
had no Maſter, ' that he was a Vandal 
Youth, and was diſcharged from his Service, 
and was come to Arcadia to ſeek his better 
Fortune; and if they would permit him to 
| depart, he would give them ten Ducats of 
his - Wages ; which, ſays he, will do: you 
more good than to murther me. The. Val- 
lains thought if he had ſo much to Tpare, 
he certainly had more, fo fell to ſtripping 
him, and indeed found a conſiderable Sum, 
which they took, as alſo his Clothes; and 
laid to one another, Wannen 


b 
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By this Frederick concluded he ſhould hard- 
ly eſcape with Life, which he would not 
have beg'd much for but to ſerve his Prince, 
whoſe only Happineſs depended thereon. 
So falling on his Knees he beg'd them to 
{pare his Life, and only give him ſomething 
to cover him with, and he would, with their 


Leave, beg his Way into his own Country, 


and promiſe upon Oath never to betray 
them: This made three of them relent, 
and they told him upon thoſe Conditions he 
ſhould go: So ſwearing him Secrecy they 
gave him an old Blanket and diſmiſs d Wy 
IR pleas'd with their Booty. 


FR EDERICK made no haſte to wa 


gut of the Wood, for now he had nothing x 


to loſe, and his new Dreſs was properer for 
Darkneſs than Sun-ſhine. So walking pen 
fively along till he came to the End of the 


fatal Path, he there fat down to bewail his 


wretched State, not knowing what to do: 
For if he wrote to his Prince for Money, 
withour having it in his Power to ſay ſome- 
thing of Chrana; he thought the Prince 
8 D might 
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might accuſe him of Neglect, and the Con- 


ſequence might prove more fatal than his 


falling into the Hands of Robbers. At laſt, 
after a long Debate with himſelf, he 


thought it beſt to be indeed, what he 


ſeem d, a Beggar : So riſing to go the other 


Way, he look d back and faw one of the 


four who had robb'd him, coming towards 
him. He immediately thought that this 
Fellow out of Remorſe was coming to bring 
him ſome of his 'own Money back: 80 


waiting till he came to him, he faid, this is 


a Piece of Generoſity which I did not ex- 
pect. The Thief perceiving his Miſtake an- 
ſwered, E believe ſo; but come a little this 


Way, for that Road is too publick. 


This 


ſurprized Frederick, and put him on his 
guard, for he thought the Place was not 


too public 


ick to do good in. 80 taking a 


stick which he had broke off of a Tree, 
he followed him, leaning on his Stick for 
an Excuſe. /The Ruffian brought him into 
8 little Thicket, where plucking a Poniard 
from under his Coat he directed it towards 


— — — — — — — - 


2% 


W Breaſt; but he being a 


good 
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good Swords- man, parry d fo long with 
him, till he found an Opportunity of giving 
him a ſide Blow, which hit him on the 
Temple, and laid him half breathleſs. 


FREDERICK did not think it fit to 
ſtay, ſo made more haſte out of that Place 
than he did in, and reach'd the City in the 
Duſk of the Evening, where he took up 
his Lodging in a Stable belonging to the 
chief Inn in the Town, Tis eaſy to imagine 
he did not ſleep much; he thought this Be- 
ginning would prove ominous to the whole 
Affair for whicH he came there. In the Morn- 
ing the Hoſtler coming to look after the 
Horſes, Frederick offer d to help him, and 
told him his Misfortunes in the following 
Manner. I am, fays he, a Youth of mean 
Parentage, whom a Yandal Lord took and 
brought up, till I was fit to be his Lacquey+ 
After having ſerved him five Years, he diſ- 
charg'd me for ſome Reaſons of his own, 
paying me generouſly, and giving me 4 
good Recommendation in Writing; ; but 
—_— coming to Arcadia, in hopes 
2 D 2 a of ; 
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of getting a Service under the Lady Chrana, 
or her Brother, I was unhappily met with 
by four Fellows who robb'd and ſtript me, 
and extorted an Oath from me never to diſ- 
cover them. 'This has reduced me to the 
Condition you ſee me in. Now, if you 
pleaſe, I would willingly aſſiſt you in your 
Buſineſs till I can fend my Lord Word, and 
I am well aflur'd he will ſupply me with 
what I want. The Hoſtler anſwered him 
but coolly ; he told him he might lodge 
there till then, but for Proviſion he could 
not help him to any: So advis'd him to ap- 
ply himſelf to Lady Chrana; for, continued 
he, ſhe's very charitable, and you may 
meet with her every Morning walking 
through a Grove of Walnut-trees, which 
leads to the Wood; and if you will, while 
'tis yet early, FIl ſhew you the Way, where 
Im may wait Chrana's Coming. 


"© FREDERICK was overjoy'd in himſelf 
at this Propoſal, and gladly accepted it, 
He had not been long there, before Clrane 
came, attended with one Maid, He retired 


out 
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out of the Walk, for he had not recoyer'd 
himſelf enough to appear before a Perſon | 
of ſo majeſtical a Preſence as Clorana was: 
But after ſhe had taken a Turn or two, he, 
at an awful Diſtance, ſnew'd himſelf, and 
drawing nearer he caſt himſelf at her Feet 
deſiring her Charity. She ſhock'd at ſuch 
a deſpicable Object, commanded him to 
ſtand up, and aſk'd him why ſo young a 
Perſon as he was, did not ſeek out for a 
Livelihood in ſome more creditable Way 
than Begging? He deſired Leave to recite 
his Misfortunes ; which ſhe permitted ; and 
he gave her the ſame Account which he 
had given the Servant at the Inn. Cloraua, 
ſtruck with Compaſſion, gave him as much 
as bought him an old Suit, and ordered him 
to come and eat with her Servants till he 
could hear from his Lord. As for ſerving 
my Brother or me, ſaid ſhe, we have at pre- 
ſent no Vacancy in our Family; for we turn 
no Servants away, till they marry, or are 

otherways provided for; but I will ſpeak to 
my Brother, and if he pleaſes to make an 
Addition to his other Servants; I have no 


Odhection to it. | 
523 ALL, 
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- ALL this while Frederick was taking his 
Obſervation, and found Clrana exceeded 
her Picture in every Thing; but eſpecially 
in her affable Behaviour, in condeſcending 
to take ſuch a particular Notice of him in 
that miſerable State he was in. Clorana bid 
him get himſelf cloth'd, and come as ſoon 
as that was done, and ſhe would acquaint 
her Brother of his unhappy Circumſtances. 
He bow'd and obey'd ; ſo returning to his 
Stable he recounted all his Succeſs to the 
Hoſtler, and defired him to provide him 
ſome Clothes, and told him the Time 
would ſoon come, when he ſhould have it 


in his Power to reward all his Civilities. 


The Servant went and ſoon procured a Suit 
of Clothes for. Frederick (it was no great 
Matter whether they fitted or not.) Thus 
_ equipp'd he went to Henricuss Houſe, 
where he had not waited long before Hen- 
ricus ſent for him into the Hall, and in- 
quired the Reaſon of his coming to Arcadia. 
Frederict told him the ſame which he had 
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fince he came with a View of getting into 
his Service, he ſhould not wholly be diſ- 
appointed; for, ſays he, I take it very well 
'of you, and till you can hear from your 
Lord, you may account yourſelf one of 
my Family; and if it will be of any Ser- 
vice to you, I will myſelf write to ſatisfy 
your Lord of your Miſchance. Beſides, I 
am not unacquainted with ſeveral of the 
Nobility at the Yandal Court; and if I find 
you to be the Perſon you pretended, I will 
recommend you to a Noble Lord here in 
Arcadia, where you may be much happier 
than in my Service. Frederick bow'd, and 
ſaid with humble Submiſſion, My Lord, 
I can't think, that a Perſon like me can 
be more honou d or happier than in your 
excellent Se but will ſubmit to what- 

ever your Lordthip, out of your great Cle- 
mency, wall ooitainand ; only this one Fa- 
vour I beg, that your Excellency will permit 
a Courier to be immediately diſpatch d to 
Prince Leunel; for my Lord is one of his 
Retinue, and I have the Honour of be- 
ing known by bis Highneſs, and it will be 
" D 4 the 
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the ſpeedieſt Way. Grant me this, my moſt 
honour d Lord, and the Prince himſelf 
will return you Thanks. At this Henricus 
pauſed, and made a greater Obſervation of 
Frederick, in whoſe Countenance he now 
perceived all the Marks of a Y outh of Qua- 
lity; and thinking him to be ſome ſuch 
Perſon who would be incognito, he told 
him, whatever may be your Reaſon for this 
Requeſt I aſk not; you have my Leave 
for it, and I will give Orders for a Courier 
to be in readineſs againſt your Letters gre 


_ FREDERICK would have almoſt fal- 
Jen at his Feet to have thank'd him, but 
Henricus prevented him, hy bidding him 
Wait a few Moments, an would come 
to him again. He went to his Siſter, told 

her his Thoughts, and defired her to order 
the Houſe-keeper that the Stranger ſhould 
have an Apartment with every thing ſuit- 
able, and to entertain him herſelf as a pri- 
vate Gentleman. Immediately went old 
Madamoiſelle, and conducted Frederick 
"oF $a k K- 5 inta 
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into a pleaſant Chamber, where he had the 
moſt charming Proſpect in the World, for 
Gardens, Groves and cool Grottos; but that 
he might not too ſoon forget his Misfortune, 
he could likewiſe ſee the Wood, where he 
fo lately eſcaped with Life; here he ſigb' d, 
and ſhrugged his Shoulders, but recovering, 
he conſider'd it to be the Source of good 
Fortune, which he now began to taſte, and 
hoped that all his Suffering would ſoon come 
to a happy Period. So turning to the Go- 
vernante, he ſaid, Madam, are all the Ser- 
vants of the generous Henricus thus enter- 
tain d? No, ſays ſhe ; my Lord's Servants are 
happy enough; but you, Sir, are not as a Ser- 
vant here, but may command what you 
ſtand in need of. This, Sir, is my Lord's 
Orders, and his hoſpitable Manner to Stran- 
gers. So, Sir, if you pleaſe to accept of 
a Place at my Table I ſhall be glad ; if not, 
you ſhall dine in your own Apartment. 
Frederick told her he hoped her Courteſy 


would be rewarded by a better Hand tha 
his: And he would take it as an Honçurt 


10 fegt her Table: Then, ſays ſhe, Dinner 4 


31 


fp 9 
r 5 8 
23 4 
* * 4 
— «y < 
Wo ; 1 * 4 
— 1 * » 
: 
* = 


42 The Beautiful AxcADIAN. 
is ready; ſo conducting him into a Hall, 
he fat down'to a plentiful Meal ; which 
Prederick was glad of, for he had not broke 
his Faſt in Arcadia. The Time of Dinner 
Madamoiſelle entertained him with a Reci- 
tal of the antient Cuſtoms and Manners of 
Arcadia, telling him, how formerly all the 
Inhabitants were Shepherds: and Shepherd- 
elſes; and, fays ſhe, I believe it to be the 
Land of Goſhen where the Tribes of Ifacl 
pitch'd their Tents. It is but a Century fince 
we had a King from whence Henricus and 
Clorana are lineally deſcended ; but as the 
Title of King was loſt, when my Lord's 
Grand-father died, it has never ſince been 
revived ; for my Lord's Father being but an 
Infant at the King s Deceaſe, his Guardians 
reduced his Power and Title to that of 
Prince, or a governing Earl, which is the 
fame Title my Lord till inherits, As for 
Chrana, thou = a Princeſs, ſhe is more 
known by the Name of the Fair Shepherd- 
, becauſe, when a Child, ſhe was uſed to 
divert herſelf with Lambs and all Man- 
ner of rural Sport, wearing a Garland of 
Flowers 
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Flowers on her Head, after the old Manner 
of the Arcadian Ladies, chuſing rather to 
be a rich Shepherdeſs than a poor Princeſs: 
For, continu'd ſhe, my Lord's Father com- 
ing ſo young to his Eſtate, he with his 
young Companions lived fo profuſely, that 
he impair'd his Subſtance very conſiderably; 
which Prince Henricus now ſuffers for ; yet 
is Hoſpitality not baniſh'd from the Gate, 
though not fo ſplendid as formerly. Fre- 
' derick anſwered he had very ſufficient Proofs 
of the Prince and Princefs's Liberality, and 
ſhould pray that God may reward it in 
reſtoring the antient Grandeur of this wor- 
thy Family to its primitive Luſtre: For, 
ſays he, Chrana well deſerves a Crown, and 
many Royal Princes would, no doubt, be 
proud to offer one to her. This Diſcourſe 
would have laſted longer, but Prederick 
begg d to be excuſed, as having Letters of 
Moment to write. They roſe, and he 
withdrew to his Chamber, where he writ 
the following Letter to the Prince. 


AF 
| 
| 
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4 Have pundtualyy vbey d your Highneſs's 
Commands ; but tis impoſſible for me to 
give a juſt Account of Clorana's innume- 
Table Merits. Her Perſon; my Lord, is fo 
charming that all Praiſes from me fall 
ſhort of M ſbe in Reality is. But her 
Clemency i is ſo great, that the Voice of Angels 
is only capable of repreſenting her in ber true 
Ligbt. T ſhall, with your Highneſs's Permif- 
fon, give this one Inſtance of ber Charity; 1 
-was by Robbers ſtript of both Maney and 
iClothes, and forced to enter Arcadia in the 
- Appearance of a Beggar, when applying my- 
elf to this charming Princeſs: (for ſuch ſhe 15) 
ſhe. no ſooner heard my Story, but ſhe clatb d 
me, and I am received into the Family, nor 


4 à Servant, but entertain'd as a Cava- 


lier, and have procured this Courier for @ 
3 ¶ Sede. Diſpateb to your Highneſs, without 
Ztving any other Account myſelf than what 
was concluded at your Court. This is my 
fecond Night of being in Arcadia. My. firfp, 
T had my Lodging in a Stable, but to Night 
2 the Caſtle of Prince Henricus, where F 
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all wait your Highneſs's further Commands. 
By what I have ſaid, your Highneſs 9oill be 
better capable of forming an Idea of Clora- 
na's Per fetHons, than by any Deſcription F 
ean give; only this, that at the ſame Moment 
ſhe appears, Majeſly and Humility are 
united in all ber Actions, &c. &c. &c. 


FREDERICK finiſhed his Letter, and 
| diſpatch'd the Courier, and continued with 
great Tranquillity, in expectation of the 
Return; which was in a few Days; and 
brought Letters from Prince Leonel full of 
grateful Acknowledgments to Henricus for 
his generous Entertainment of Frederick; 
vrho now was at Liberty to own who he was, 
and what his Buſineſs was, that brought 
him to Arcadia. Here were alſo Bills for 
Frederick, and Letters, which acquainted 
him that the Prince was uſing all the In- 
tereſt he had with the King his Brother, to 
permit him to come in Perſon to viſit Cla- 
rana, and hoped he ſhould ſucceed; for the 
King of the Vandals loved his Brother ten- 
derly, and having himſelf no Son, nor like- 


— 
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ly. to have any, he was willing to let the 
Prince chuſe for himſelf, provided it was 
one of his own Religion, and nobly deſcend- 
ed. This laſt was what Chrana without 
Diſpute could boaſt, but the Religion of the 
Vandal and Arcadians differ d in ſome few 
Points, which Difference had its Beginning 
much about the Reign of the laſt King of 
Arcadia. Frederick was overjoy'd with 
Hopes of the Prince's ſpeedy Arrival, and 
Henricus's polite Converſation ; for now he 
was admitted to his own Table, and fre- 
quently walk'd with him and his Siſter diſ- 
courſing very freely upon all Subjects. Hen- 
ricus would often expreſs his Satisfaction, 
for being ſo fortunate as to receive. Frederick 
with ſomething more than common Civili- 
ty, and Frederick was in his Turn not for- 
* to be e 3 


N now the Time was drawing nigh, 
AM Frederick expected News from his 
Prince; but none arriving, he began to be 
very uneaſy, fearing the King would not 
e to this Alliance. But two Days after 


arrived 
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arrived a Meſſenger from the King, to Hen- 
ricus, to inform him of the King's Deſign 
to ſend Ambaſſadors to demand Chrana in 
Marriage for the Prince his Brother, and 
that he would ſend his Propoſals by them, 
which he hoped would be accepted. Tis 
eaſy to imagine with what Pleaſure Henricus 
and Clorana received this agreeable Meſſage. 
So preſenting the Meſſenger with a Ring of 
great Value they diſmis'd him, and gave 
Orders for proper Preparations to be made 
for the Reception of the Vandal Ambaſſa- 
dors, who arrived in ten Days with their In- 
Melone from their Maſter. 


Tun Bran they entred Henricus made 
a grand Entertaiment for them, and after 
Supper conducted them to his Siſter's Apart- 
ment, where ſhe was (beautiful as Diana) 
attended by a Number of young Ladies of 
Quality, who came to congratulate! her. 
She roſe and met them, and, with a Majeſ- 
tick Air, told them how much the was 
obliged to his Majeſty for the, Honour he 
_— upon her, by ſuch an Alliance, for 
(2 dhe 
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which ſhe wanted Words to expreſs. her 
Gratitude; and that ſhe ſhould always glad- 
ly acquieſce in whatever her Brother ſhould 
tranſact on her Part. Compliments paſſed 
on bath Sides, and they retired and leſt Ch 
Tana with her Ladies. D | 


_ A Morning the Ambaſſadors demand- 
af Audience, and produced their Inſtruc- 
tions, wherein was nothing more material 
than this Article, viz. That the King their 
Maſter inſiſted on Clhrana's embracing the 
pure Religion of the Vandals, which if ſhe 
agreed to, they had a Prieſt with them, 

ho ſhould attend the Princeſs to inſtruct 
her therein; and that performed, his Ma- 
jeſty would ſend a Proxy to eſpouſe Clora- 
na in Prince Leunel's Name, who is impa- 
tient to have the Nuptials celebrated. Heu- 
Ficus did not heſitate much; he donſiderꝰd 
the great Advantage that would aperue by 
this Marriage, and the little Difference 
there was in the two Religions. He con- 
; ,,ceded'to all the Propoſals, whereupon the 
ane defired Leave to give. their 


c 
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Preſents to the Princeſs; which granted, 
they preſented her with Prince Leonel s. Pic- 
ture ſet in Diamonds, with a Bracelet of 
ineſtimable Value, and a Ring to Henricus, 
who preſs d them to dine with him; but 
they refuſed, for this Reaſon, that they muſt 
not omit giving an Account of their Ne- 
gotiation, with all poſſible Speed. So tak- 
ing their Leave, the Prieſt (before mention d) 
was ſent to the Princeſs, who received him 
courteduſiy; and an Expreſs; was diſpatch d 
to the Vandal Court, which no ſooner ar- 
rived, but the King ſent for his Brother to 
give him Joy of his promĩſed Bride. And 
now there was nothing to be ſeen or heard 
but rejoicing and drinking Healths to the 
Prince of the Vandals, and the Princeſs of 
Arcadia; whom I ſhall commit to the Care 

of her ghoſtly Phyſician, while: the Mar- 
riage Articles are drawing, and other Pre- 
parations making for the Solemnity ; and 
return to Ofuvo and Albertina, who. by 


this Time may be ſuppos'd to have made a 2 


—4 1 in their Amour. 
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ILE them both at my Lord Del Roſa's 
to be entertained by Amelia, who faithfully 
obſerved her Brother's Directions with an 
extraordinary Decorum. She was a Lady of 
a ſolid Underſtanding, and the Gay and 
Diſcreet were fo intermixt in all that ſhe 
did, that the never exceeded the Medium, 
bat kept up her Intimacy with Albertina, 
and her Complaiſance with Ociſavio ſo 
much upon a Level, that none would have 
cenſured her Conduct, the envious 
Albertina, who would engroſs all to herſelf. 
As for Octavio, he was but young and had 
loved Chorana to Exceſs; but after the farſt 
Conflict of his Paffion was over, ——_ 
the good Advice of Lord Do / Roſa, and 
the agreeable Converſation of the Ladies 
for feveral Months, he began once more 
to be reconciled to the World, ind did not 
diflike Albertina, provided he could cure 
herof thoſe Abſurdities which ſhe was daily 
guilty of; for ſhe was both Fair and Young, 
and had a competent Fortune, and Wit 
Wet to attract a harder Heart than 
| 92 
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O#avio's. So we muſt not wonder if he, 
with daily converſing with her, diſcover'd 
her Perfections, as well as he did her Fail- 
ings, when his Heart was pre-engaged, In 
ſhort, Octavio commenced a Tenderneſs for 
Albertina; but he had made a ſolemn Vow 
never to marry till Chrana was clear'd of 
what I have formerly mention'd ; but how 
to bring it to paſs he knew not, for he had 
tried all civil Methods and failed of his Pur- 
poſe, Abertina having ſuch a perfect Guard 
on all her Words, that he now thought it 
impoſſible to get that Secret from her. He 
told Lord Del Roſa, he began to deſpair of 
his keeping his Promife, which he had 
madein behalf of Chrana; but Del Roſa an- 
ſwered, you have hitherto only made Love; 4 
and ſpoke all the civil "Sen which you 
could invent to gain your Ends; but that is 
too ſmooth a Proceeding with Albertina, 
for ſhe perceives your Love, and will ſoon 
gain ſuch an Aſcendant over you, that a fei 
Days more will deprive you of the little 
Power you have left; but if you can be 
Be enough to yourſelf to flight her, my 

E 2 Siſter 
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| Siſter - ſhall be your Second to aſſiſt you ; 
then, according as that ſucceeds, perſue _ 
Deſign. | 


.OCTAVIO did not * his 
Lordſhip, and deſired to be better inſtruct- 
ed. My Siſter, fays he, ſhall inſtruct you 
at Supper; ſo let us walk in. When they 
were all fate down, Oclavio was in effect 
very cool towards Albertina; which Amelia 
taking notice of, ſhe ſpoke in Talian, and 
told him ſhe had a Requeſt and hoped he 
would not refuſe her. No, ſays he, upon 
my Honour, Madam, ſo pleaſe to com- 
mand; only, ſays Amelia, as you are a 
perfect Maſter of Talian, I muſt engage 
vou to talk nothing elſe to me for the Space 
of a Week; nor ſhall you tell my Couſin 
one Word of our Diſcourſe. Octavio had 
promiſed, and could not recede from his 
Words So whenever theſe two ſpoke with 
each other, it was in that Language. Dei 
Roſa was much diverted, for he ſaw his 
Scheme begun to take Effect, but did what 


he could to keep Albertina in Humour; 
who, 
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who, not underſtanding what they faid, 
would not be perſuaded but they were form- 
ing a Deſign upon her. My Lord ſeemingly, 
the better to divert her, call'd for Cards, 
and ſince (ſays he) Octavio and my Siſter 
are ſo engaged, let us go to Picquet to amuſe 
ourſelves. Octavio and Amelia did the 
ſame; but this Play did not continue long; 
for Albertina grew ſo uneaſy, that they were 


all obliged to leave off and retire to e 
Apartments. 


Ir was but juſt now that Ofavio ap- 
prehended what the Deſign was of this new 
Manner of Behaviour in Amelia, and ap- 
proved it very well ; the next Day he was 
very aſſiduous to pay his Devoirs to Amelia, 
and although he was very reſpectful to A 
bertina, ſhe took it only as the Fragments 
of a double decay'd Paſſion, and look'd 
upon Octavio as a general Lover: But, ſays 
ſhe to herſelf, T'll be revenged on both the 
Traiter and che Traitereſs, or it ſhall coſt 
me my Life. Saying this, ſhe call'd her 
Woman, and bid her bring Pen, Ink and 
* 3 Paper, 
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Paper, and wait her further Orders: 80 
writing a Billetdoux ſhe gave it her, Go, 
lays ſhe, carry this to Count Belmont, and 
wait an Sly. 


- Tris was the young Lord to whom 
Amelia was contracted by the mutual Con- 
ſent of all Friends, joined with her own In- 
clination, He was of a noble Extraction, 
but not ſo rich as Octavio, and much in 
clined to Jealouſy, which Albertina was 
ſenſible of, and made it a Handle to her 
pernicious Inventions, which had like to 
have proved very fatal. 


Tur Woman returned with a Compli- 
ment from the Count, and that he would 
wait upon her. She ordered the Woman, 

| when he came, to conduct him in the 
Back-Way. into her Apartment; and while 
be was with her, to let no body in; but 
ſay, ſhe was indiſpoſed, and begg d not to 
be diſturb d. It was not long, before he 
came and told her he was impatient to 
e Commands. My Lord, fays ſhe, 
. ü io 
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I have no Commands, but a friendly Con- 
cern for you, and would, if you permit me, 
give you a Caution to prevent your utter 
Ruin. I know not why my capricious Faty 
ſhould force me to be a Witneſs of fo much 
Infamy, and that in my own Family, which 
I bluſh to own; I flew from Clorana, becaute 
I could not avoid ſeeing; and hearing Things 
that were offenſive to a ſober Mind: Here 
I thought myſelf happy: But, alas! I find 
myſelf deceived ; for Amelia and her Bro- 
ther are as criminal as Clorana and Hen- 
ricus, nay more: For I know, my Lord, 
you deſign to marry' Amelia, and Del Roſa 
will give his Siſter to you whenever you 
pleaſe, provided you will continue to live 
with him; which if you refuſe, he can 
diſpoſe of her to his Wiſh: For the young 
Octavio is ſo infatuated with them, that 
I doubt not but that he will agree on any 
'Terms; nay, even. to father the inceſtuous 
Senſe in Queſtion, but muſt accuſe him of 
a little Weakneſs in his preſent Proceedings; 
wy * Lord, he is no Stranger to your 


E 4 Contract 
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Contract with Amelia, nor can he be igno- 
rant of her Familiarity with her own Bro- 
ther; ſo now I leave you to judge the Con- 
ſequence, and would gladly have your Opi- 
nion; for my Part, I will ſeek for Refuge 


amongſt Wolves and Tygers, ſooner than 
remain in this hateful Place, 


BELLMONT liſtened very attentively 
to all that ſhe told him; but his Senſes were 
ſo alarm'd at this unaccountable Relation, 
.that he had not the Power to reply, more 
than to thank her for the peculiar Care ſhe 
had for him; and faid, he would take pro- 
per Meaſures to revenge the Affront * 
ſign'd to him and his Family. 


H was no ſooner gone, but Amelia 
came to deſire Albertina to take a Walk 
with her; and, ſays ſne, Octavio and my 
Brother will follow us. Albertina would 
have declin'd it, but Amelia preſs d her fo 
much, that ſhe was obliged to go. Preſent- 
ly after De Roſa and Octavio came, when, 
. the Ladies, Octavio bow'd very 


reſpect- 
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reſpectfully (but very gravely) to Albertina, 
aſking her why ſhe was fo melancholy. 


She anſwered very briſkly, but with an 
angry Accent, that ſhe thought it was no- 
thing leſs than Impertinence for him to aſk 
what ſhe had no mind to tell, He bow'd 
and walk'd to Amelia, who begun to ſpeak 
Talian, and although the Subject was very 
inſignificant, it was like to have coſt them 
both their Lives; for Count Bellnont was 
ſo exaſperated at them, that he vow'd to 
diſpatch them before he ſlept. So tak- 
ing a Brace of Piſtols, charged with two 
Balls each, he diſguiſed himſelf, and went 
into the Wilderneſs that was at the End of 
the Alley, where Octavio and Amelia, Del 
Roſa and Albertina were walking. He con- 
cealed himſelf where he could hear them 
talk; but not underſtanding what Ameliz 
and Ocfavio ſaid, he believed all that the 
malicious Albertina had told him. 80 

thinking this was the Time to rid the 
World of ſuch ignominious Wretches, he 
ſtaid till it was dark, when walking to the 
End of the Alley, he prepared for their 
a Coming. 


By this Time Amelia was come to 
and expreſs d her Concern, when ſhe knew 
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Coming. Octavio and Amelia were firſt, and 
as they approach'd he diſcharged one Piſtol, 
which ſhot Ocravio in the Thigh, after the 
Balls had grazed on the Silk Gown of A. 
meha, who fainted with the Fright ; and 
Octavio fell on the Earth violently wound- 
ed. Del Roa flew to his Friend and his 
Siſter, when Bellmont preſenting the other 
Piſtol towards him, he happily ſtooping to 
take up his Siſter (whom he believ'd to be 
dead) the Balls flew over him, and had 
almoſt hit the falſe Alerting in the Shoul- 
der; but Providence preferved her to diſ- 
cover her own Wickednels; for it paſs d fo 
near her, that a Piece of her Sleeve, with 
the Skin, was taken off. Count Del Roſa 


| having taken his Siſter up, he faw ſhe had 


ſome Appearance of Life, fo call'd to Al- 
Bertina to aſſiſt him; but ſhe was ſo fright- 
ned with the narrow Eſcape ſhe had, and 
believing herſelf the Author of it all, ſhe 


was not in a Capacity of giving any Aid. 


7 


* Octavia was wounded, She beg d her 
Brother 
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Brother to call the Servants to carry Octa- 
vio into the Houſe, Del Roſa ſent for a 
Surgeon, and brought a Servant to help 
him with Octavio, as likewiſe the Women 
to come to their Ladies Aſſiſtance, while 
he order d all the other Servants to ſearch 
carefully all the Arbours and the Wilder- 
neſs, and every Part of the Garden to find 
the Murtherer, 


. Tars Accident put the whole Family 
into a Conſternation, ſo that there was no- 
thing but Confufion in every Face, nor 
could any one gueſs who ſhould be the Au- 
thor of this inhuman Proceeding ; but they 
were preſently let into the Truth ; for the 
Servants had found Bell/mont, who, in the 
Dark, had loſt his Way, and could not get 
out of the Wilderneſs. He was huddled up 
in a Cloak, with which he cover'd his Face 
not to be known, and offer'd Money to 
let him go. After all his Defence he could 
not prevent his being taken. The Servants 
ſent to their Lord to know what they ſhould 
do with him, He order'd them to keep 
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him well guarded till he could come; for 
he would firſt ſee Octavio s Wounds dreſt, 
and know whether Amelia was hurt or 
not; as for Albertina, hers was viſibly of 
no Conſequence, and Amelia was only 
terribly frightned ; ſo Bleeding and a Plaiſ- 
ter, were ſufficient for the Ladies : But for 
Octavio, when the Surgeon ſearch'd his 
Wound, he found it very dangerous; for 
both the Balls, grazing on the Bone, were 
lodged in the Inſide of his Thigh, in ſuch 
a Place that the Surgeon thought his Life 
to be in imminent Danger; ſo offer'd to at- 
tend him continually, with his Servant, 
till he ſhould ſee whether it was practicable 
to draw out the Bullets. It would have 
melted a Heart of Flint to have heard the 
Lamentations of Del Roſa; Oh my dear 
Octavio, faid he; What evil Stars preſided 
over me, to force you againſt your Incli- 
nation to wait here for this untimely Death? 
Better you had turn'd Recluſe, than that 
I ſhould have. been inſtrumental to your 
Murther. Octavio comforted his Friend, 
and told him he had nothing to defire, in 
ch] this 
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this World, more than to know who was 
the Aſſaſſin, and what was the Reaſon of 
it: As for dying, that Time will come early 
or late, and I die fatisfied in having fo ſin- 
cere a Friend as you to aſſiſt at my Funeral 
Obſequies. My Eſtate accept of equally, 
you and your Siſter, as an Ackowledgment 
for the Friendſhip I have received at both 
your Hands. Albertina I ſincerely forgive, 
although I believe her to be the pernicious 
Projector of this Cruelty. Oh, Heavens! 
this has raiſed another Wiſh in me, only 
to live, till I ſee Chorana's Innocence ſhine 
bright as the Sun. The Surgeon begg'd him 
to compoſe himſelf, and deſired Del Roſa to 
leave Octavio to reſt, without diſcourſing 
any more with him, telling him it was very 
n at . Time. 


| DEL Roſa retired, and went to ſee 
who the Villain was, and to make him con- 
feſs who it was that had imploy'd him. 
So calling for a Light he went into the 


Chamber where he was; but, Gods! what 


$4. he: fro |- be m d Friend;  whth 
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ſhould have been his Brother. At firſt he 
thought his Servants had let the Ruffian 
go, and that Bellmont was come to condole 
with him; but obſerving. him to be diſ- 
guiſhed, he ſaid, My Lord, I expected not 
to find you here; I came to ſee for a Vil- 
lain, one who would have deftroy'd us all 
without giving a Reaſon for it; but what 
muſt I think? Here I find the brave Bell- 
mont in a Habit more becoming a Robber 
than a Count. My Lord, dare I believe 
my Eyes? — Del Roſa, thou mayſt, for 
know, Bellmont never denies what he dared 
to act. Nor ſeeſt thou a Villain in theſe 
Clothes, but one whom thou and thy Siſ- 
ter have injured in the higheſt Nature, 
and-who came to adminiſter Juſtice to you, 
by letting out your corrupted Souls ſatiated 
in one another's Embraces. And I grieve 
that the Triflers could only reach O&avio, 
who is not quite ſo guilty; yet he well de- 
ſerves Death. Del Roſa now perceived 
whence all theſe Michiefs derived, fo only 
returned this Anſwer; My Lord, I perceive 
you are frantick ; I ſhall order my Servants 
De: to 
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to prepare an Apartment for you, where 
you may repoſe yourſelf; and to Morrow, 
we ſhall be better able to underſtand one 
another: So leaving him thus abruptly, he 
order d his Servants to conduct Bellmont 
to a Chamber, and ſtrictly guard him. 


i 
Hz then inquired for Amelia, who was 
juſt returned from Albertina (who was 
ſeiz d with a violent Fever) and not yet 
gone to Bed, He bid a Servant go tell 
Amelia that he would ſpeak with her. 
When ſhe came, he aſked how Albertina 
did? She faid, ſhe could not help being 
very much concern'd for her ; for ſhe be- 
lieved her Illneſs proceeded from her Love 
to Octavio; and, fays ſhe, I doubt we 
have contributed too much towards it. 1 
am this Moment come from her; and left 
her repeating the Names of Octavio and 
Bellmont, without telling me what ſhe 
means by it: But, my dear Brother, what 
Hopes have we of Ocfavios Life? Del Roa 
found his Siſter too much overwhelm'd 
with Grief, to bear what he had to ac- 
5 1 quaint 
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quaint her with: S0 told her, he hoped 
Octavio would recover, and Albertina grow 
better; and, ſays he, the Murtherer is taken, 
but will not divulge who it is that put him 
upon committing this unheard of Villainy; 
but to Morrow I hope to: make a Diſco- 
very of the whole Matter. So, till then, 
let us commit ourſelves to God, and beg of 


aim to give a good Concluſion to this fatal 


Beginning. Amelia aſk d her Brother, if he 
had ſeen Bellmont that Day; for, ſays ſhe, 
I fear ſomething has happened to him; for 
this laſt Night I dreamt I ſaw him all co- 
verd with Blood; and his not viſiting me 
to Day, as. uſual, makes me apprehend 
ſome Danger; which Heaven avert! Her 
Brother anſwered ; your Dream is accom- 
pliſhed by what has this Evening happened; 
as for Bellmont, I know he is in good 
Health, and will, no doubt, be here to 
Morrow: So let us both go to reſt as well 
as we can in this Emergency. 80 leaving 

her to her Repoſe he went, but not to Reſt; 
he firſt charged the Servants, on their 
+ Lives, not to let Amelia know that Bell. 
I | mont 
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mont was in the Houſe; but that they 
ſhould pretend it was another Perſon, and 
one whom they knew not. He then went 
to inquire of the Surgeon how Octavio did, 
and intended to ſtay with him all Night ; 
but being informed that Octavio was in a 
quiet Sleep, and that there was no Danger 
that Night, he withdrew to his own Apart- 
ment; where, inſtead of ſleeping, he re- 
flected on the miſerable State which he was 
reduced to. Octavio, ſaid he, might have 
enjoy d a long Life, full of Tranquillity, 
had I not prevented him by inadvertently 
telling him of the falſe Report which A 
bertina poſſeſs d me with. Now I facrifice 
Amelia to that cruel wicked Maid's Ca- 
price; for when my Siſter ſhall know that 
Bellmont is the Actor of this Tragedy, and 
her Reputation wounded thereby ; this will 
be more than her mild Nature can ſupport; 
and ſhe will unadvoidably fink under the 
Weight of it. - But oh, juſt Heaven! cry'd 
he, I am now puhiſhed for my Crime, in 
giving too ſoon Credit to the Relation. of 
 Altertina touching Chrana, who is inno- 
" F cent; 
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cent; and I am now fall'n into the ſame 
Gulf. But why. ſhould Amelia or Octavio 
ſuffer for my Faults? "Tis only I and Al- 
bertina that are culpable. Juſt God! as 
thou art ſo merciful to permit me to ſee 
my Faults, permit me alſo to know how 
to tepent, and to make a 8 


mae F rt af. cg VI tl 


Ix ſuch like, Manner the afflicked Del 
Raſa ſpent the Night, and early in the 
Morning went again to ſee Octavia, who 
| was juſt awake, and very much, refreſhed 
with a good N ight's Repoſe. But: fearing 
Company might diſturb him, he went to 
| ſee how Belmont had reſted, and if paſ- 
 £fible with ſoft Uſage to bring him to re- 
| lent, and make him ſenſible of the Wrong 
| 
| 


he had done both to his Siſter and himſelf, 
So-entring he found him in a Poſture that 
ſufficientiy ſpoke his Torments; but whe- 
ther it was Regret or Rage, that was the 
Cauſe, was morally impoſſible for any one 
= to judge; however, Del Roſa ſaluted him 
| ah: wiſhing him. = beter Ber Shen the 
17203 foregoing, 
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foregoing had been. Bellmont reply d, with 
more Courage then Prudence; when a Cri- 
minal is executed, the Executioner is blame- 
leſs; let the Criminal conſider that, and 
then reflect on his own Actions, which 
have cauſed it. My Lord, ſaid Del Roſa, 
this is no Time for vain Diſputes, if you 
have been wronged in your Imagination, 
why did you not complain? It was but 
the Day before that we were all in Unity; 
nor has ought happened ſince, to urge you 
to commit ſuch an execrable Murther as 
you deſign d. Nor can I ſhelter you from 
the Hands of Juſtice, if Twas fo inclined; 
for Octavio and Albertina are both my 
Gueſts, and both received their Death's 
Wounds from you. Amelia is half dying 
with Fright and Grief, and when ſhe knows 
that you are the barbarous Actor of this 
Miſchief, what can be expected but De- 
ſpair in her, who tenderly loves you? There- 
fore, my Lord, tell me what prompted 
you to undertake our Deſtruction, who 
were all your Friends. 


* 
U 


3 BELL. 
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- BELLMONT could diſcover no Guilt 
in the Looks of Del Roſa, and was ſur- 
prized to hear him reaſon ſo coolly, and fo 
wide from the Subject; he thought he 
knew very well, how to diſſemble; or elſe 
Albertina had wrong'd him; ſo he reſolved 
to tell him what Lady Albertina had ſaid 
of him, his Siſter, and Octavio; and turning 
to him he ſaid, Tis true, Lord Del Roſa, 
tis no Time for vain Diſputes, nor is it 
a Time to deceive me any longer ; the Af- 
front you have deſign d me, is too great 
not to merit Chaſtiſement : /But not to 
keep you longer in Suſpence, hear the 
Words of Albertina, your own Couſin, as 
ſhe told them me verbatim. He then 
related all that had paſſed between them; 
but, ſaid he, Albertina was ignorant of my 
being in the Garden, for I had not "000 
der my Deſign. 


DEL Roſa v was not ſtartled at this; 1 
was not much more than he had for fam: 
Time expected: So he gave Bellmon# a full 
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and true Account of every Thing which 
had paſſed from the Time that Octavio 
firſt came there, and how they had agreed 
to make Albertina jealous, but did not ima- 
gine the Conſequence would have been ſo 
fatal. He concluded with wiſhing the Re- 
covery of Octavio, and the real Truth to 
appear of all theſe intricate Diſturbances, 
that the Innocent might be diſtinguiſhed. 
from the Guilty. 


TH1s he ſpoke with ſo much Earneſtneſs, 
that Bellmont was almoſt convinced of his 
Error, and even own'd that he had pre- 
cipitated himſelf into a very capital Pre- 
munire; but, continued he, I am your 
Priſoner, how will you diſpoſe of me? For 
I can't be more unfortunate than I am. 
You are no Priſoner, ſaid Del Roſa, but 
are entirely at your own Liberty to diſpoſe. 
of yourſelf; I know your Nature is above 
being guilty of an ungenerous or baſe Ac- 
tion; but in this you have ſuffer d your- 
lf to be hurried away by your violent 
Paſſion, without taking Time to ruminate. 
F on 


x LI. 
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on Particulars, or you would have ſeen 
through all Albertina's Falſhood : But J 
truſt the ſame Power, which preſery'd my 
Siſter and me, will in Time ſhow palpable 
Proofs of our Innocence. Amelia knows 
nought of all this, nor ſhall ſhe, till ſhe 
can evidently clear herſelf. In the mean 
Time, if you pleaſe to command any of 
my Servants to fetch your Clothes, I will 
order them to obſerve all you bid them do; 
tis yet a Secret your being here, and ſhall 
remain ſo, till a properer Time. So dreſs 
and come to viſit us as you was uſed, and 
call back your deſerted Reaſon, and ſee if 
you can deſcry ought in Amelia's Conduct, 
but what is attended with unfeigned Virtue, 
At this he left Bellmont to ruminate on 
what he had faid, who now began fincerely 
to repent, and would certainly have laid vio- 
lent Hands on himſelf, but that he hoped 
to make ſome Retaliation to the Injured. 


DE . R was now affine that 
Oftavio J Wound was to be dreſsd; fo 


haſted to his Chariber, when meeting with 
of Albers |: 


The Beautiful AR ADIAN. 71 


Albertina's Woman, he aſk'd how her 
Lady had reſted ? She reply d, her Lady 
had not ſlept the whole Night, that ſhe 
had a malignant Fever, and that the Phy- 
ſicians apprehended her Caſe to be very 
precarious. Del Roſa bid her tell her Lady 
he would come to ſee her, and was ſorry 
ſhe was ſo bad. Alas! my Lord, ſhe has 
no Senſe, ſhe knows no Body; but calls 
for every Body. Iam going to ſee if Lady 
Amelia be up, and to intreat her to come 
to her. Well, go then, faid he, and tell 
my Siſter I will likewiſe come, as ſoon as 
Oavuio's Wounds are dreſs d. So going in- 
to Oftavio's Chamber, he found him better 
than Expectation. The Surgeon alſo gave 
him great Hopes, provided he did not fatigue 
his Spirits with too much Talk, or any 
Thing that might give him Uneaſineſs. 
This was Caution enough not to let him 
khow how Albertina had contrived all this, 
or that ſhe was in Appearance dying; nor 
otight of Bellmont; and fearing leſt Ofavio 
might aſk about it, Del Roſa made his Vi- 
1 ſhort, under Pretence of leaving him 
F- 4 to 


72 The Beautiful AR IAN. 

to his Reſt; and went to ſee Albertina, 
where he found his Siſter, who made Signs 
to him not to ſpeak. But his coming in had 
rouzed her, and ſhe began to ſcream with 
ſuch Violence that they were all ſurprized: 
At length ſhe cry'd ; Oh --- Clorana is pro- 
claimed Queen of Hell, and ſhe is provid- 
ing Furies to torment me. Oh ---- Mercy, 
great Empreſs --- Oh --- Ofavio; Bellmont ; 
Del Roſa; Amelia; Oh --- ſpare me. Oh 
petition Queen Clorana, that you may not 
thus pinch me with your burning Tongs ; 
Henricus, come, you are the Queen's Bro- 
ther, oh fave me, fave me. ---- Theſe fran- 
tick Expreſſions ſo terrified Amelia and her 
Brother, that they left the Chamber with 
Tears; and ſent for an able Phyſician from 
Arcadia, who came Poſt; and when he 
arrived, Amelia, with her Brother, told 
how dangerous Albertina's Caſe appear'd 
to be: But they conceal'd the Reaſon of 
her Phrenſy ; ſo going to viſit her, upon 
Sight of the Doctor, ſhe fell into her ray- 
ing again, and calld the Doctor Pluto, and 
beg d his Interceſſion for her to Queen Co. 
4 1 rana, 
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rana, with many ſuch wild Expreſſions, 
that proceeded from her diſtemper'd Brain. 
The Doctor hearing her name Chrana, 
aſk'd how long ſhe had been thus. He 
was anſwered, this was the fourth Day. 
Sure, ſays he, ſhe envies Chrana's good 
Fortune, which may be the Source of her 
Diſtemper. Amelia aſſured him no, but 
aſk d what particular good Fortune had 
lately happened to Chrana. Have you not 
then heard, Madam, ſays he, that Clora- 
rana is contracted to Prince Leonel, Bro- 
ther to the Yandal King? The Marriage 
was concluded the Day that I ſet out with 
your Servant to come here. Alas! faid 
Amelia, we have had ſuch Misfortunes in 
our Family, that has prevented us from 
ſharing in any publick Joy ; 'tis not a Week 
fince we had all like to have been mur- 
ther'd by Thieves, who got into. the Gar- 
den (for ſo her Brother had bid her ſay) 
and 'tis the Fright thereof, with a ſmall 
Wound, that has brought my Couſin into 
this deplorable Condition ; nor knows ſhe 
5 Weed that you tell me, If that be all, 


reply'd 


— 
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reply d the Doctor, then with God's Help 
your Couſin will ſoon recover her Health. 
But I was afraid of a Wound in the Con- 
Fience, which is not in my Power to cure. 
Here Amelia look d on her Brother as if 
ſhe wanted him to ſpeak; which he did, 
telling the Doctor, he ſhould uſe his ut- 
molt Endeayours to re-eſtabliſh Albertina in 
4 good State of Health, for there were 
more Lives depended upon hers. - So com- 
mitting her to the Phyſician's Care, they 
both withdrew. 


| AMELIA now ck ed to know how 
Octavio had reſted, ald if it was proper 
for her to fee him? After Dinner, faid 
Del Roſa j for he now ſleeps, and we have 
great Hopes of his Recovery, but muſt take 
care not to put his Spirits into the leaſt 
Agitation. For this Reaſon I have told 
him nothing of Albertind's Illneſs; nor will 
I mention what I have heard of  Clorana, 
till I ſee him abler to bear the Exceſs of Joy; 
which that News will cauſe. | I. 'hen Ame- 
lia allk'd how the 4ſafin was diſpoſed of, 


and if he had confeſs'd ought ? Tis a ſullen 
| Fellow 
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Fellow, 'reply'd her Brother, I yet can 
make nothing of him ; but Confinement 
may prevail upon him ; for which Reaſon 
I think it propereſt to detain him in my 
own Houſe, till 1 ſee whether Albertina's 
Senſes will be reſtor d. Then will I bring 
them to confront each other, for I have 
but too much Grounds to believe Albertina 
has laid the Foundation of all this; and 
for her Sake it is that I ſeek no Redreſs 
from the Hands of publick Juſtice, I 
have cauſed it to be reported, as I before 
have told you, that we were attack'd by 
Robbers; and that they made their Eſcape ; - 
therefore be you careful not to divulge it, 
that we have the Offender in the Houſe ; 
no, not even to Octavio. Amelia begg d to 
ſee the Priſoner; her Brother ſaid, ſhe 
ſhould fee him, but not yet; ſo bid her 
be content, 


Here Bellmont enter d, and put an End 
to this Subject. The chaſte Amelia re- 
joiced to ſee him, and Del Roſa received 
him with Marks of Eſteem ; notwithſtand- 


8 ing 
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ing his Confuſion was ſo viſible, that Ane. 
lia aſk'd him what it was that ſeem'd to 
afflict him? Nothing, Madam, reply'd he, 
more than the Troubles in your Family. 
They are indeed very great, ſaid Amelia, 
but let not your generous Concern fall 
too heavy upon you: Octavio, we hope, 
will recover, but poor Albertina is danger- 
ouſly ill. Bellmont aſk'd if he might ſee 
her; no, ſays ſhe, for ſhe knows no Body 
(ſhe then told him how ſhe was depriv'd of 
her Senſes) but if you pleaſe to take a 
Dinner with us, we will go, after that, 
and make a Viſit to O&avio, who will be 
glad to ſee you. Del Roſe left his Siſter to 
entertain Bellmont, to. whom he beliey 'd 
_— Preſence was troubleſome. en a" 
= 


 AMELTA very innocently told pink how, 
every Thing had happen'd, and what an 
Eſcape ſhe and her Brother had bad: 


She likewiſe told him her ominous Dream, 
which ſhe had of him. This ſhock'd him 
ſo much that he could ſcarcely ſupport 


ſell, and had almoſt. confeſs'd the 
Truth ; 


I 
* 
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Truth; but Amelia perceiving he grew fo 
very uneaſy, ſhe faid, My Lord, Iam for- 
ry to ſee you thus melancholy ; I will leave 
off this troubleſome Subject, ſince the Re- 
cital of it gives you ſo much Pain: He 
begg'd ſhe would; for he faid he had had 
a very particular Account of it before, and 
that he ſhould always think of it with 
Horror, eſpecially till it can be thorough- 
ly fathom'd. Here he again begg'd to ſee A- 
bertina, but Amelia ſaid, the Doctor had 
— that none ſhould come nigh her 

better, which with God's Help 
n be in a Day or two, ſince 


ſs came only with a Fright; and 


. now I recollect, ſhe calls without ceaſing 


on you; and as you are ſo earneſt to ſee 
her, if I was inclined to be jealous, I think 
you give me ſome Reaſon ; I wiſh however 
ſhe ung capable of entertaining you af- 
ter the agreeable Manner ſhe was uſed to 


do, and ſhould ſincerely rejoice at it. This 
Diſcourſe was too feeling for Bellmont to 
dear much longer, and had not Dinner 


come 
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come in, he muſt have been obliged to quit 
the Room, or real the whole Affair. 3 


Arx tins = nt to enquire if 
Oavio was able to bear Company; be 
. Ent Word back that he was better now 
than he had been yet, and begg'd they 
would come directly: 80 Del Reja, Bell. 
maut, and Amelia. went. They no ſooner | 
fat down but Orfauio afk'd for Albertina; 
they told him ſhe had a Fever, that ſhe 
kept her Bed, but daily, aſk'd after his 
Health, and wiſh'd him a ſafe Recovery : 
He returned Thanks, and ſaid he hoped he 
ſhould ſoon be able to go to ſee her, if the 
did not come firſt to him; for, ſays he, 
Lam ĩmpatient to ſee her. He then begg d 
Del Ry/a to tell him, what he had done in 
thus Piece of Treachery which was acted, 
and if he had found out who it was? No, 
fays Del Roje, I ſeem to make no Enquiry, 
and by that means I ſhall ſooner be in- 
form'd, and bring the Offender to 1 
n | 


I 


AFTER 
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1 this Manner ſeveral Down paſs d, 
and Octavio gather d Strength and Albertina 
had ſome Intervals of Senſe, at which Time 
ſhe never failed to inquire, if there was real- 
ly Hopes of Octavio s Life. She likewiſe 
thapk'd God, who had preſerv'd Del Roſa 
and his Siſter, and wiſh'd the Balls had 
paſs d through her own Heart; for, ſays 
ſhe, I deſerve it; then figh'd and fell in- 
to her Lunatick Fits again. But on the 
eighth Day ſhe was three or four Hours 
in her perfect Senſes, and defired the Phy- 
fician would let her ſee her Couſin and 
OFavio;;' for, ſays the, it may be I never 
ſhall have the like Opportunity. In ſhort, 
ſhe inſiſted fo much upon it, that ſhe had 
her Defire; but Del Roſa would not let 


Bellmont go, till he law how ſhe behaved 
to them. 


oO was carry'd in a Chair, for 
he was not able to walk ; at the Sight of 
him Albertina was ready to expire. She had 
now turn'd her Eyes into herſelf, and there 
Jn beheld 
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beheld her own Perfidiouſneſs, and ſin- 
cerely wiſh'd her wicked Project had in- 

tirely been diſconcerted, or wholly fall'n on 
herſelf. "Theſe Reflections, and the Sight 
of the innocent Perſons whom ſhe had in- 
jured, were more than her Strength could 
1ndure ; ſo that ſhe ſhrank with Horror to 
behold the dreadful Condition ſhe was re- 
duced to. So turning to Amelia, My dear 
Couſin, ſaid ſhe, J have wronged you; but 
as ſhe utter'd theſe Words, ſhe turn'd 
pale and fainted on Amelia's Shoulder; 
who ſupported her and call'd for ſome com- 
fortable Cordials to apply to her, which 
at length brought back her fleeting Spirits 

- to their proper Habitation. It was ſome 

Minutes before ſhe could ſpeak; at laſt, 
tenderly embracing Amelia, and then giv- 
ing her Hand to O#avio, and Del Roſa; 

- * Can you, faidſhe, forgive a Penitent, one 
who dies with Exceſs of Remorſe, and has 

not Power to confeſs her Guilt? Oh, Oc- 
tavio, the Time now approaches when I 
muſt give a juſt Account of all. Can you, 

and your Amelia, pardon me? (for * 


ö 
Wa 4 


— 
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ſhe muſt be) I ſee you both happy for 
Years to come, bleſt with your beautiful 
Offspring; yes, your Souls were formed 
for each other, a beauteous Emanation of 
the Divine Being! But Oh! this Soul of 
mine merits not the Name of immortal; 

tis but a vagrant Particle of the Almighty's 
Power, loaded with Crimes of the blackeſt 
Hue, now ripe for Perdition. My Heart 
ſowells with Pregnancy of my own vile 
Conceptions, labouring for Birth, but want- 
ing Strength to bring forth. O my Amelia, 
need I fay more? Will you not fave me 
the Expence of ſpeaking, by telling me 
you gueſs d what I would have you know? 


Sus ſtopt, and Amelia, thinking ſhe 
Pointed at her late Familiarity with O#a- 
vio, reply d, My dear Albertina, comfort 
.yourſelf, and endeavour to recover your 
Health; and be aſſur'd, OZav7o nor I never 
intended to wrong you; we know you 
love him (which you without a Fault may 
. own;) he has a Tenderneſs for you, he 
 leeks not to extinguiſh it by any new 
O G | Amour: 
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Amour: Our Converſation was innocent, 
and what you yourſelf will pardon; and 
I earneſtly intreat you to forgive me, as 
being acceſſary to your Afflictions: There- 
fore baniſh that Spark of Jealouſy, as the 
greateſt Enemy to your Repoſe.---Nor you, 
nor Jealouſy, (interrupted Albertina) con- 
tribute ought to my preſent Uneaſineſs; let - ⁵⁶ 
it then ſuffice that I ſee you all pure as our 
firſt Parent before her Fall; myſelf cover d 
with Enormities. But where is Bellmont ? 

let him come and be the Interpreter of 

my Thoughts; what he tells you, that be- 
lieve; and then tell me, if the World con- 
tains a Wretch ſo miſerable as I. 


R 4 = 


OCTAV 70 had all this Time expreſs d 
himſelf with a particular Regard towards 
her, and begg'd ſhe would judge more 
favourably of herſelf, and take care not to 
impair her Health by being too much alone, 
or having too much Company; and begg d 
Leave to retire: But ſhe inſiſted on their 
Stay, and again deſired Bellmont to be call'd. 
Del Reſa did all he could to diſſuade her 
Was pol from 


2 
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from it, ſaying, another Day would be pro- 
perer;-—— How i cry d ſhe, another Day will 
be too late; let him come immediately; 
he ſhall be the Oracle; he ſhall utter Truths 


will amaze you all, while I endeavour with 


penitential Tears to waſh off (if poſſible) 


Part of my Guilt. Oh Chrana! thou art 


| reverged; and Amelia will ſoon ſee her 
+ Defire-'6n her Enemy. Amelia faid, ſhe 


believ d ſhe had no Enemy; and, continued 
ſhe, if I have, I have no Deſire but to 
forgive them, whatever they have or may 
commit againſt me: But, dear Couſin, 
let me perſuade you to diſſipate all theſe 
anxious Thoughts, that are but Uſurpers of 
your Reſt, and afflict us, to ſee what we 
cannot remedy, Here ſhe call'd again for 
Bellmont; but Del Roſa knowing too well 
the Subject, choſe rather to defer it; and 
thinking the News of Clorand's enſuing 
Nuptials might now be agreeable to both 
Octavio and Albertina, he told her, — ſince 
ſhe had named Chrana, he would acquaint 
her with ſomething, which he had con- 
ceal' 4 leſt the Overjoy might prejudice hers 

G 2 or 
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or Octavio's He alth. Hethen inform'd them 
of every Particular which has been related; 
how Prince Leonel ſent his Page, with his 
Adventures and Reception by Henricus 
and the Princeſs Chrana; and, added he, 
there wants nothing to haſten this Mar- 
riage, but Clorana's embracing the Vandal 
Religion ; which ſhe has agreed to, and 
has a Prieſt to inſtru her; and immedi- 
ately upon her Initiation, the Ceremony 
will be performed by Proxy, and Clorana 
convey'd to the Vandal Court, with a Re- 
tinue ſuitable to the Conſort of the Heir 
Apparent to the Vandal Crown. Albertina 
Was ſo far reformed, that ſhe expreſs d her 
Satisfaction; and, with a Sigh, wiſhed that it 
had happen d before Octavio had made his 
Addreſſes to Clorana. It was not difficult to 
comprehend what ſhe would have intima- 
ted, could ſhe have proceeded, but Shame 
ſtifled her Words: For it was her own 
-unbounded Love to Octavio that had put 
her upon ſuch a deſperate E t as! 


formerly mention d. As for Octavio, he 
was exceedingly rejoiced, but conceal'd it 
IS.” | to 
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to a great Degree, fearing Albertina might 


take it as an Inſult in her * Circum- 
ſtances. 


Tus Diſcourſe ending, Albertina ſtill 
calls for Bell mont, tells them ſhe has ſome- 
thing of Moment to regulate with him, 
relating to her future Happineſs, and in- 
treats ſhe may not be diſappointed, for the 
Conſequence may prove fatal. Upon this, 
Del Roſa finding nothing would diſſuade her 
from her Purpoſe, went himſelf to fetch Bell. 
mont, who was equally deſirous of clearing 
himſelf, as far as he could, and to own his 
Fault wherein he was guilty. But we ſhall 
ſee how unadviſedly all theſe good Deſigns 
were prevented. Del Roſa coming to Bell- 
mont, offer d to conduct him to Albertina's 
Apartment, but cautidn'd him, on the For- 
feiture of his Friendſhip, not to own what 
Abertina might hint to him; for, ſaid 
he, ſhe is weak, her Mind is troubled, 
and when ſhe ſees herſelf expoſed ( though 
at her own Deſire) her Confuſion may coſt 
her her Life, which I would be very ten. 


G3 der 
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der of. *Tis only her Faults, that I wonld 
puniſh, not her. Perſon; and although ſhe 
has committed Errors, yet ſhe has ſome _— 
fections which may again ſhine, when 

fy'd from Dregs; Octavio likewiſe ben 
her, and will pardon what ſhe has done to 
him; and for my Siſter and myſelf, our 
lago nde will appear without oppreſſing 
the Afflicted. My Siſter is ignorant of 
what you have tranſacted, and I would 
keep her ſo; but if you are inclin'd to 
acknowledge your Fault to Octavio, here- 


after will be properer than now. 


HxxRE PI beg Leave to digreſs from the 
Subject, and give my Opinion on the fore. 
going Diſcourſe, Del Roſa argued with 
great Tenderneſs towards his Couſin, and 
no doubt, but the Preſervation of her Life 


IH was the chief Motiye of his deſiring Bellmont 


not to aſſiſt her in her Confeſſion: But 
be ought to have conſider d this was the 

very Criſis, which he had long labour ' d for, 
and by his own Scheme had brought him- 


elf and Siſter under the worſt of Aiperſi- 
ons; 
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ons; and had Bellmont been naturally 
inclined to be cenſorious, he might have 
thought, by Del Roſa's Words, that his 
and his Siſter's Virtue could not ſtand the 
Trial now commencing. But further, if 
Del Roja delay'd this Opportunity, how 
could he flatter himſelf with the Hopes of 
another? Albertina had had a violent Fever, 
accompany'd with a Lunacy, and for ſe- 
veral Days had not utter'd a Word of 
Senſe ; but now was compoſed, ſenſible of 
her Errors, and willing to acknowledge 
them, for a Retaliation to thoſe ſhe had 
wronged, as well as to caſe her Conſci- 
ence. This appear'd more a Preparative 
for Death, than a frantick Whim. Be- 
ſides, he had ſworn to his Friend, not to 
reſt till he had clear d Cioranas Reputa- 
tion; Why then did he not embrace this 
critical Moment? But Heaven was more 
favourable than his Precaution deſerved, 
or Albertina had died, and left all un- 
rectified. 


G4 Bur 
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Bur to return. Bellmont anſwered, 
My Lord, let me firſt hear what Albertina 
has to fay ; perhaps ſhe would unburthen 
her Conſcience to you all, as ſhe has 
wrong'd you; nay, ſhe has wrong'd me, 
in making me think, ſpeak, and a& con- 
trary to my natural Diſpoſition, So let us 
go, my Lord, and loſe no Time; for ſhe 
may turn to her Frenzy, or ſhe may die 
of her Fever. You fay ſhe is penitent 
let us then forgive her, and help to com- 
fort her. But for all he could fay, Del 
-Roſa would not permit him to go, till he 
promiſed not to take notice of what ſhe 
ſhould fay. So going they found Alberti- 
na laid on the Bed, and Amelia ſitting by 
her. They no ſooner entred, but ſhe aroſe, 
and addreſſing herſelf to Bellmont, ſhe ſaid, 
My Lord, can you forgive me, for draw- 
ing you into ſuch an Error, that all my Life 
cannot atone for? I know it muſt be from 
your Hand that I had like to have re- 
ceived my Reward; and I think myſelf 
happy that I have lived to come to a Senſe 
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of my Crimes; and if Contrition can waſh 
away Sin, then I may hope. Oh! my 
Lord, you are ſenſible what Conference 
we had, and what the Conſequence was ; 
ſo tell Amelia, Octavio, and Del Roſa 
tell them how we have wrong'd them, and 
let us petition Heaven and them to for- 
give us. Here ſhe let fall a Shower of 
Tears, and almoſt fainted. Octavio and 
Amelia well perceived what ſhe meant, 
and ſtrove to comfort her, by telling her 
they did not find themſelves wrong'd ; and 
if they were fo, ſhe had made a compleat 
Recompence. But ſhe ſtill cry'd to Bellmont; 
Oh my Lord! be fo generous as to tell the 
Particulars, and then let me hear if all my 


Penitence can merit Pardon. 


BELLMONT would gladly have 
fall'n on his Knees, and own'd all, and 
ſued for Forgiveneſs; but following Del 
Roſa's Inſtructions, he told her, he was 
not privy to any of thoſe Wrongs, which 
ſhe ſo often repeated; that her Illneſs had 
taken away the good Opinion ſhe ought 

to 
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to have of her Actions, and made her 
think herſelf guilty of Crimes unthought 
of. This ſo inraged her, (for ſhe now 
thought him a hardned Villain) that ſhe 
flew from her Seat, and had almoſt laid 
Hands on Bellmont, to have torn him in 
Pieces; but Amelia ſtrove to moderate 
her, and defired her to be compoſed; Oc- 
tavio and Del Roſa did the ſame, and 
begg'd they might retire, and leave Amelia 
with her; but ſhe anſwered, No; ſtay, 
I am compoſed: So walked a Turn or 
two, leaning on Amelia's Arm, often figh- 
ing and wiſhing ſhe had her Time again 
that ſhe had ſo miſpent; how much bet- 
ter, ſays ſhe, would I now employ it, in 
your virtuous Converſation, which I have 
hitherto been a Stranger to! Poor Amelia 
accompany'd her in weeping, and told her, 
ſhe hoped to have the Enjoyment of her 
Company and Friendſhip as long as they 
both lived. Albertina made no Anſwer, 
but appear'd thoughtful, and looking ſted- 
faſtly on Bellmont, ſhe deſired to be ex- 
* a Moment; ſo going into her Ca- 
binet 
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binet, ſhe took from thence a Poinard 
(which a Couſin of hers had brought from 
Spain) and concealing it under her looſe 
Robe, ſhe returned again as quick as 
Thought; and taking hold of Amelia, ſhe 
begun to weep even to Exceſs; and em- 
bracing her ſeveral Times, ſays ſhe, My 
dear Amelia, will you promiſe me one 
Thing? I know Octavio will. They both 
gave their Word ; then, fays ſhe, (leading 
her towards Octavio) give your Hand 
where I would have given my own; Oc- 
tavio deſerves you, and you are worthy 
of him, and are created one for the other; 
therefore tell me you'll never part, and I 
die contented ; and if ever you are fo 
charitable, as to think on wretched Alber- 
tina, ſay, ſhe had many Faults, but re- 
pented of them all. Then taking Del 
Roſa and Octavio by the Hand, ſhe faid, 
Friend and Couſin, I have wrong'd you 
much, ſo much, that I am aſhamed to 
expect Pardon; yet I will tell you, what 
my labouring Soul goes big with; I have 
injured Chrana in the higheſt Degree, 

and 
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and the Wrong done to Del Roſa and his 
virtuous Siſter is not inferior: Now I am 
almoſt eaſy. Then again embracing Ame- 
lia; My little Fortune, faid ſhe, is yours: 


None knows better how to imploy it ; had 
1 made as good Uſe of the Gifts of Nature, 


1 had not been reduced to this Extremity, 
So taking all their Hands, as if ſhe was 
taking leave, ſhe wiſh'd them Happy, and 
turn'd from them; and flying to Bellmont, 
(who was all this di in 88 great an 
Agony as ſhe) ſtaring ghaſtly on him; 
Come, Villain, (cry'd ſhe) whom the Devil 
Has ripened fit to receive my wicked In- 
ſtigations; take the Reward due to thy 
Merits ; with this ſhe drew the Poinard 
from under her Gown ; and would have 


unavoidably ſtab'd him to the Heart; but 


ſliding fideways from her, the Poniard 
went through his Arm; which ſhe ſud- 
denly drawing back, pierced her own 
"Breaſt before any one could wreſt the 


Dagger out of her Hand; repeating theſe 
Words: 


. 1 
CE 3, 
* 
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Words: This one brave Action, and 1 
ſink to Hell at once. 


My Readers will eaſily imagine the Con- 
ſternation every one was in. Amelia ran 
to Albertina, and Del Roſa to Bellmont ; 
Octavio was an unhappy Spectator of all 
this, without being able to give any Af 
ſiſtance. The Doctor and Surgeon were 
both call'd, and Albertinas Wound firſt 
ſearch'd, as being thought the moſt dan- 
gerous; but Providence had fo order'd it, 
that the Poinard had ſlanted, betwixt the 
Ribs and Fleſh, without entring the Body 
at all: So that the Wound was curable, 
and they apprehended there would be more 
Danger from her returning Madneſs, than 
from the Wound. So all left bez but 
Amelia, who was reſolved to ſtay Hook 
her all Night. Octavio was carry'd to 
his Apartment, half dead with the Conflicts 
of his Mind; he had ſeen the fatal Conſe- 
quence of Aberting sobnoxious Proceeding ; 
he ſaw her become a true Penitent; which, 
had it been well improved, might have 


I pre- 
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prevented what follow'd: But what ſhe 
meant by treating Bellmont after that furi- 
ous Manner, he could not comprehend, 
no more than Amelia, who labour'd under 


the ſame Difficulty, 


By T let us ſee. in what a Condition Bell- 
mont is. The Surgeon dreſs'd his Wound, 
which was not of great Conſequence, al- 
though quite through his Arm, yet were 


there none of the Maſter Arteries touch'd, 


nor any Thing that was dangerous; the 


Wound in his Mind, was much ſuperior 
to that, and he n Del Roſa, for 


extorting ſuch a Promiſe from him ; which 


bad he not done, all this Unhappineſs 
might have been prevented; but now, ſays 
he, you have caſt away Altertina's Life, 
and for my own Part, I don't ſay this 


Wound gives me the leaſt Uneaſineſs, much 


less will it kill me; yet has Death cer- 
tainly ſeized me, for I feel him even in 
my very Heart: So let me make the beſt 
Uſe I can of my Time; conduct me 
to . if he can forgive a Perſon 


who 


* 
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who would have murther'd him, then he 
merits Amelia, and I ſhall follow Alberting's 
Example. To all this Del Roſa could 
make very little Reply. His grief was in- 
ſupportable; he found himſelf involved in 
an Affair, that he could no ways extricate 
himſelf out of. He now ſaw his Error, 
and begg'd Bellmont's Pardon, who anſwer- 
ed, there is a Revenge due to you, which 
I ſoon ſhall pay; I have but one Life to 
offer for my Deſign of taking three; I 
give it willingly : But fend to inquire how 
it fares with Ae as while we go to 
Octavio. 4 

3 . 

As they enter d, Octavio was juſt lad! 
in Bed; the Surgeon complained of the 
little Care which had been taken of N | 
that the Wound which before this Bay 
had diſcharged itſelf very gradually, was , 
now ſtopt, which augmented its Pain ſo 
much, that it cauſed a Fever; ſo beg'd 
they would not incommode him. But 
Octavio now reſolving not to ſlip this 85 

rtunity, told the Surgeon, he w 
_— ” | I ry himſelf 
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Himſelf take care of his Health, and de- 
ſired him to leave them by themſelves, 
for he had ſomething of Importance to 


98 talk with his Friends. No ſooner were 


T * 
* * 
o . * 


they alone, but Bellmont ſaid; Octavio, 


I would not impair your Health, by what 
I have to communicate to you; ſo tell 


- -me, are you able with a Compoſure of 


Mind to hear me? 


Oh, Bellmont, 


_-reply'd Ofavio, tis impoſſible for me 


to be more miſerable; I die with Suſpenſe; 
therefore if you can, lend me a friendly 


Hand, to lead me out of this Labyrinth, 
and tell me what Albertina would fay; 


af I am Prepared for all that Fate can 


2Inflict upon me. Then behold (ſaid Bell- 


A % * _— greateſt Homicide that' Nature 
err formed! Look not amazed, Octavio, 
<p 21 tell y6u, your Wound was given by my 


Hand; and I only grieved, at that Time, 


it could do no more Execution. Here 


ble repeated all that had paſs'd between 


Hhimſelf and Albertina; but, proceeded he, 


I did not acquaint her of my Deſign; for 


at t that Time 1 could not determine what 


Revenge 
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Revenge to take: 80 in that ſhe is not ſo 
guilty as I. Now, generous Octavio, I 
come not to beg my Life, but your 
Pardon, and to offer my ſelf a Sacrifice 
for the Blood, I have, and would have 
ſpilt. If you deſire I ſhould end my 
miſerable Life in a Dungeon, it is but 


what I deſerve; but a few Days, and 
Bellmont will no more offend your Sight; 


for Guilt, that- Vulture which preys upon 


my Heart, hath already half done the 
Work, and will ſoon accompliſh, what to 


' Juſtice and yourſelf is due. Oh my Ame- 


lia] how have I wronged thee, and what 
Atonement can I make, or how can I hope 
for Pardon from Heaven or thee! Del Roſa, 
intercede for me to your virtuous Siſter ; 
bring me once more in her Sight; there 
will I kneel, till ſhe abſolves me: Yet 
can't I leave Octavio till he has pronounced 


my Sentence. Then (anſwered Octavio) I 
ſentence you to live; yes, brave Bellmont, 
I charge you to live, to make your Amelia 
happy: The lovely Maid cannot furviye 
you; her tender Nature will ſoon forgive 


H you, 


a of ungovern 
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you, as 1 do: Your Crime was but the 
Effect of Love and Jealouſy in their full 
Force; by your Reaſon deſerted, you fol- 
low'd your Paſſion, that pernicious Guide 
ed Youth; but Heaven, no 


doubt, will pardon you: Therefore go to 


Hyelia, and 1 her; her Afflictions 


die equal to yours, nay greater, for ſhe yet 
knows not, why Albertina atternpted your 
Life; and it will be ſome Eaſe to her to 
know the worſt. Then tenderly embra- 
_ cing him, he with'd him a good Night. 

Del Ry did the fame to Ociauio; but 
Belmont was ſo overcome by O#aviv's 
Mildneſs, and his own Grief, that he could 
only ſpeak with his Tears and humble 
Geſtures: So graſping Ocbavios Hand, he 
Werd and left him. | 


As they Pets throngh the Gallery they 
let Amelia's Woman, 'who- was ſent by 
her Lady to ke for Del Reſa; they went 
to her, who appear d more 
Ale Death, than the beautiful Form of 

Amelia: By this they imagin'd that Alber- 
ch 2 tina 
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tina was dead; fo aſking why the look d 


fo ſurpriſed, ſhe anſwered, ſhe had but too 


much Reaſon. Is Albertina then dead? 


aſk d they. No, reply'd the, my Couſin 
lives, and is become a Convert to Reaſon: 
She is ſorry for her exceſſive Folly; but here 
ſtands a harden'd Wretch, one who would 
have imbrued bis Hands in my Blood : 
Ungrateful Bellmont ! what have you diſ- 
cover'd in my Conduct, that you could 
harbour ſuch an Opinion of me, to think 
I could commit a Crime, fo odious that 1 
tremble at the Name? Brother, Bellmont 
is he, who would have deftroy'd our lives: 
Alberting.hath told me all, and though 
ſhe cannot be ſure who was the Ruffian, 
yet this ſhe conjectures, that Bellmont muſt 
be the Projector of it. She has ond the 
3 of it, how ſhe ſpoke privately 
with him that fatal Morning, Oh Brother, 
if I could inform you of the whole Sub- 
ject, you would be ſurpriſed to Death; but 
I bluſh at the Thought, and can ſay no 
more: Only remove that Monfter out of 
wy Sight. Your Reſentment, fair Amelia, 
H 2 is 
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is very juſt, reply'd Bellmont, nor dare 1 
attempt to excuſe myſelf to you, by ſay- 
ing it was Albertina's Inſtigation that hur- 
ry'd me headlong to Perdition; for I ought 
more deliberately to have conſider'd, it was 
but a Flight of her envious Nature; but 
this is now too late, I find myſelf inexcu- 
ſable, and expect not to be reſtored again 
to your Favour, but beg your Pardon as a 
Criminal. I am going, my dear Amelia, 
from whence I ſhall never return; for know, 
virtuous Maid, I am not more deteſtable to 
you than Iam hateful to myſelf; nor wiſh 
I to live, no, not for Amelia, who. is of 
more Value to me than the Univerſe; for 
I am now not worthy of ſuch a Blefling, 
and I can't live without her: Then let me 
not kneel in vain; you need not ſcruple 
giving, ſince it will be no Encouragement 
to aſk again, like a troubleſome Beggar. 
Amelia bid him go and repent, and then 
ſhe would try to forgive him; but deſired 
he would intrude no longer on her Pati- 
ence: But finding he {till perſiſted, ſhe 
let them, and retired to her own Apart- E 
T ment · 
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ment. Del Roſa perſuaded Bellmont to ſtay 
that Night there, and he wonld endea- 
vour to reconcile his Siſter, which would 
not be difficult, when ſhe underſtood the 
whole Truth. Bellmont yielded, and Del 
Roſa waited on him to his Chamber, and 
begg'd him to baniſh out of his Memory 
all that was paſt, and live in Expectation of 
a happy Deliverance out of all his Troubles. 
Bellmont thank'd him, wiſhing him a good 
Night; ſo both went to their Beds. 


"Tis impoſſible for my feeble Pen to 
deſcribe -the different Agitations, which 
theſe noble Perſons felt. Amelia was full 
of Reſentment for the Affront done to her 
Honour. As for Bellmont and Albertina, 
_ Remorſe kept them from Sleep. Del Roſa 
reflected on himſelf for his Inadvertency 


in ſeveral Steps which he had taken in this 


intricate Adventure, and would give the 
World to have it all regulated. As for 
Octavio, he was fill'd with Compaſſion on 
all Sides, but was no ways acceſſary to the 
minuteſt Accident that had happened; ſo 

H 3 
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a good Conſcience was his Support; be- 
ſides that, he had heard the joyful News 
of his ſtill beloved Chrana, and her Repu- 
tation clear'd in the ſame Day, which gave 
new Life to his fainting Spirits: He was 
alſo informed by the Surgeon, before he 
went to Sleep, that Albertina was in no 
Danger of her Life or her Senſes; ſo we 
may imagine his Sleep was more ſerene 
than any of the others. As for Amelia, ſhe 
was as innocent; but to be ſuſpected of 
ſo enormous a Crime, by a Perſon whom 
ſhe had the tendereſt Affection for, was 
an Affliction which none can judge of 
but the injured Ladies, who, I am confident, 
will be on Amelia's Side. | 


"To return to my Narration. As ſoon 


8 45 » Day approached, Del Roſa went into 


the Gallery, where Albertind's Apartment 
was, and often liſten'd if he could. hear 
any Body talking; but all was filent as 
Death. At laſt Albertina's Woman open'd 


the Door, and ſeeing Del Roſa fo early 
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the ſtarted; but he call d her to him, and 
aſk'd how her Lady did? She told him, 
ſhe had not flept the whole Night; that 
ſhe wept without ceaſing, but ſpoke. not a 
Word, and ſometimes wauld figh out the 
Name of Octavio. Del Roſa aſk d her, if 
it might be proper to ſee her? She ſaid, ſhe 
would ftep in and tell her Lady that ſhe 
had ſeen him, and bring Word what ſhe 
faid. So going in, Albertina aſk'd her 
who was in the Gallery, for ſhe had heard 
ſomebody talking? "Tis Lord Del Roſa, re- 
ply'd ſhe, inquires after your Health, De- 
fire him to walk in, ſays Albertina. He 
no ſooner entred, but ſhe began again to 
weep in ſuch a dreadful Manner, that a 
Heart of Steel muſt haye relented to have 
ſcen her. Why weep you thus, Couſin, 
faid Del Raa? Oh Heavens! reply'd ſhe, 
need you aſk why I weep? Can I look up 
and not be aſhamed of my repeated Vile- 
nel? Have I not immerſed twa or three 
Families in Misfortu nes? Oh! had I never 
ſeen Octavio, I had never practiſed Deceit; 
put what do I lay? my own corrupt Heart 

H 4 hath 
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hath produced all theſe Evils, and now I 
can find no Means to be revenged on my- 
ſelf, I would drown myſelf in Tears to 
waſh off this Guilt; but that cannot make 
poor Amelia and Bellmont happy again, 
nor heal Ofavi's Wound. Alas! Del 
| Roſa, why did you give Ear to me, when 
I ſcandalouſly aſpers'd Chrana? Why did 
you not act as a Father, and correct me 
for my Faults? For I met with ſuch Suc- 
ceſs then, that encouraged me the ſecond 
Time to attempt the ſame, to revenge my- 
ſelf on Amelia, who, I thought, had wrong- 
ed me in Octavio's Love. 


DE Roſa confeſs d he had been in an 
Error, and likewiſe that it was he that 
hinder'd Bellmont from owning the Truth 
the Day before, which had ſo exaſperated 
Albertina. Then, faid ſhe, we ſuffer both 
by our own Miſcondu& ; but let us jointly 
endeavour to ' re-eſtabliſh Amelia and Bell- 
mont in their former Tranquillity; bring 
them here, and I will ſet every Thing in its 
true Light. Del Roſa promiſed he would, 
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but deſired her to be careful of her Health, 
for it was in regard to that, that he would 
have defer d her ſpeaking to Bellmont. No, 
ſaid ſhe, let it not be defer'd, for though 
Death ſhould be fo uncharitable as not to 
take me to his eternal Habitation, yet will 
I hide my ſelf from the World, and 
all its alluring Torments; this is my fix'd 
Reſolution, nor ſhall it be in the Power of 
any to diſſuade me from it; no, not Amelia, 
who now has more Influence over me than 
all Mankind. Therefore delay not, but 
in my Name deſire them to honour me 
with their Preſence. 


DEL Roſa defired her to repoſe her- 
ſelf a little, for it was yet early; and as 
| ſoon as his Siſter and Bellmont were ſtirring, 
he would bring them to her Chamber; 
which he accordingly did. Amelia was firſt 
there, and her Brother told her how afflict- 
ed Bellmont had been from the firſt Day; 
for it was he whom the Servants that Night 
ſeized; and when I inquir'd the Reaſon of 
Ns ns. he told me the ſame, that 
| Aber- 
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Alberting hath ſince inform d you of. I 


ſoon made him ſenſible of his Error, and 


he hath ever ſince been earneſtly deſirous 
to acknowledge his raſh Undertakking; ; 
but I prevented him, and conceal'd it all, 
in hopes of a more auſpicious Moment, 
which Fate hath now ſnatch'd from 'me, 
| and Jam loſt in a Maze of Adverſitics, 


Writs I am writing, I can't help fon 
pathizing with Del Roſa; for all he had 
tranſacted was with a peculiar Tenderneſs 
and ſincere good Intent; Pity it was the 
Event proved ſo unhappy. But to proceed: 
He went for Bellmont, who already ap- 
pear'd more the Repreſentative” of Death, 
than a living Subſtance, Del Rya was 
ſhock d to ſee what Havock the grim Meſ- 


; ſenger had in a few Hours made. No more 


the florid Blood blooms in his youthful 
Cheeks, but all pale and trembling he 
threw himſelf at. Amelia's Feet, faying ; 
Once more, injured Maid, I come to tell 
you I have repented. Can you now for- 
give, while 1 have Breath to ſpeak my 

Grati- 
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Gratitude? Amelia gave him her Hand, and 
made Signs for him to riſe; for ſhe could 
not ſpeak, only let fall a Shower of Tears, 
At length faid the, Oh Bellmont, why do 
you afflit me thus? Is it not enough that 
I was leſſened in your Thoughts, but you 
muſt add to my Grief by ſhortning your 
own Lite? I pardon you, and command 
you to live, if I yet have any Power with 
you. He reply'd, Amelia hath a ſuperior 
Power over me, more than any Mortal 
can boaſt ; but ſtill there is one Superior 
to all on Earth, which commands me 
away, and I muſt obey: My Life is but 
your Due, which I with Pleaſure will re- 
ſign, fince I have obtain'd Pardon from 
you. Albertina I forgive, and hope the 

ſame from her. We have equally been 
guilty, and ought equally to repent. 


H faid no more, but took Amelia's 
Hand and kiſsd it, and was going; when 
ſhe fainted in his Arms. This very ſenſibly 

_ alarmed them all, eſpecially Bellmont, who 
faw himſelf now more miſerable than ever; 

| for 


108 The Beautiful Ax cADBIAN. 

for he was neither capable of giving, or 
receiving Conſolation. The Terrors of his 
Soul were inſupportable; he knew he had 
but a few Days to live, and would have 
dedicated them to his Maker; but to leave 
Amelia at this melancholy Juncture would 
have been more inhuman than ever. Al 
' bertina beheld this Scene of Sorrow with 
the utmoſt Concern, and deſired them to 
lay Amelia on the Bed by her, which they 
did; and the Doctor being there, through 
the timely Application of his Skill, brought 
back her wandring Spirits. No ſooner 
was ſhe able to ſpeak, but ſhe cry'd out, 
Cruel Bellmont ] how have I deſerved this 
barbarous Treatment? Would you deſert 
me, - while I am thus oyerwhelm'd in my 
own and my Friends Misfortunes, and leave 
me to fink under the Burden of unparal- 
lel'd Miſeries? ---- I leave you not, faid he, 
dear Amelia, to augment your Sufferings, 
but, if poſſible, to allay the raging Tem- 
Peſt of your troubled Mind, by removing 
out of your Sight the inhuman Pyrate that 
hath robb d you of your Repoſe, and left | 
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you on this Iſland of Deſpair.— Oh no, 
cryed Albertina, I am the Traitoreſs, that 
has betray d you all; thro my perni- 
cious Infinuations, I have led Bellmont to 
the fatal Precipice, from whence we are 
all plunged into this Sea of Sorrow, Oh 
juſt Creator! let not the Innocent periſh 
with the Guilty, but pour out all ay Ven- 


ganee on me. 


Tuus they indulged each others Afflicti- 
ons without being able to adminiſter the 
leaſt Relief. Del Roſe left nought untrisd 
to mitigate their Pain; he thought Albers 
tina's Preſence was but an Aggravation to 
it, therefore perſuaded his Siſter and Bell- 
mont to retire, and try to moderate them- 
ſelves, by extinguiſhing out of their Memo- 
ry all the paſt Events, and unanimouſly 
hoping that Heaven had more peculiar 
Bleſſings in ſtore for them, than they with 
mortal Eyes could conceive. So conduct- 
ing them into Amelia's Chamber, he left 
them to condole with one another, and 
went himſelf to ſee Octavio, whom He 

found 
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found very different to his Expectation; the 

great Fatigue which he had gone through 
the Day before, had ſo exhauſted his Spirits, 
and increaſed the Anguiſh of his Wound, 
chat he labour dr under the moſt exquiſite 
Tortutes, which he bore with unparallel'd 
Patience, committing himſelf to the Will 


of. Heaven, and the aſſiduous Care of the 
Surgeon. er 
H no. ſooner ſaw Del Roſa, but he 


rn particular Enquiry how it fared with 
© {Bellmont, Amelia and Alberrina. Del Roſa 


told him, that their Repoſe depended moſt 


denn his Recovery; for while you thus lan- 


Vuiſh, days he, Albertina and Belmont call 
themſelves your Murderers, and Amelia 
Ainks under the Extremity of a tender Con- 
Cern; and, my dear Octavio, think what 
Del Roſa feels, whoſe Sufferings are not in- 
ferior to the greateſt, nor will they decreaſe 
till T ee ſome viſible Symptoms of yaur Re- 
oration to your former State of Health, 
Octauio anſwered him, ſince {o mach. de- 
ee. till now bud 
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been inſignifcant to him) he would en- 
deavour all that lay in his Power to add 
to his ſpeedy Cure. Del Ro/a gratefully 
acknowledged his Obligation, and took his 


Leave, that he might no longer interrupt 
his Reſt. 


ReTuRNING to his Sifter, he found 
her Troubles very much aſſwaged, through 
the pathetick Arguments of Bellmont, who 
uſed all the prevailing Expreſſions his Love 
could dictate, afluring her he would prac- 
tiſe no Violence upon himſelf, but wholly 
reſign his Will to the Pleaſure of Heaven, 
begging of her not to be remiſs in following 
his Example; „ for, ſaid he, our Joy, 
Sorrow here, is but momentary; thereft 
let us, with a fixt Reſolution, look into 
Futurity, and there behold the promiſed Fe- 
licity we ſhall injoy, after putting off this 
corruptible Body. Now, my Amelia, I 
know, you will not refuſe me the Liberty 
of returning to my Houſe, there in Solitude 
to implore the Divine Aſſiſtance, to purge 
me from all my Frailties, and make me fit for 


Heaven; 
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Heaven; for, my virtuous Amelia, your 
ſolid Judgment will be your Support, and 
help you to diſcern the ſublime Myſteries, 
which never fail to comfort the Affficted. 
Amelia's Mind was ſo much enlightned by 
this Diſcourſe, that ſhe, with a perfect Re- 
ſignation, reply'd, May the Will of Hea- 
ven be accompliſh'd. So after vowing Fide- 
lity to each other, Bellmont took his Leave, 
_ promiſing to let them daily hear from him. 


I xow leave Del Roſa and his Siſter to 
take care of their ſick Friends, to ſee. how 
far Clorana is advanced in her Converſion 
to the Vandal Religion. Although the 
_Arcadians and the Vandals differ d but in 
two Articles, and a few inſignificant Cere- 
monies, yet was Clorana ſo much puzzled 
to comprehend them, that ſhe fell into a 
kind of Delirium, wherein ſhe continued 
but a few Days; when her Senſes return- 
ing to their native Vigour, ſhe call'd, her 


(4 Governeſs, deſiring her to diſcharge the 


Prieſt from ever appearing more in her 
Preſence; for, ſays ſhe, the Hand of God 
preſſes 
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preſſes me even to Death with his divine 
Judgments, to puniſh me for my Ambition, 
in ſuffering my Underſtanding to be daz-. 
zled with an earthly Crown, and renounce 
my pare Religion, wherein I was edu- 
cated, and continued without the leaſt 
Scruple. Diſmiſs him immediately and all 
his Adherents; let him know his Maſ- 
ter's Crown is not worthy my Acceptance, 
ſince nothing leſs than the the Forfeiture 
of my eternal Peace can purchaſe it. Cla- 
rana no ſooner commanded, but her Will 
was punctually obey'd. Henricus had too 
much Regard for his Siſter to control what 
ſhe requeſted in ſuch material Caſes, The 
Prieſt was inſtantly defired to depart with 
all his Attendants, that refided at Henricus's 
Court, (for fo it was now call'd,) with Fre- 
derick alſo, who by Prince Leonel's Com- 
mand had attended Clorana as a Page of 
Honour, till this Juncture. And now, in- 
ſtead of her ſpiritual Phyſician, the calls 
for a corporal one to her Aſſiſtance ; pro- 
miſing, if God would pleaſe to pardon all 
her abſurd Intentions, and reſtore her to 
ie I - her 
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her former State of Body and Mind, ſhe 
would dedicate her whole Life to his Ser- 
vice, and the Propagation of her own Re- 


; . 


Tuis ſudden Turn of Affairs was gerd 
ly noiſed through all the Chriſtian World; 
and while ſome praiſed Chrana's heroick 
Virtue, others deſpiſed her, and made no 
Scruple of reporting the Calumny that AL 
bertina had raiſed, which till now had laid 
dormant ; adding that her Corruptneſs en- 
tirely diſabled her Capacity from compre. 
hending the Tenets of the holy Religion 
of the Vandals; and Prince Leonel reſented 
the Aﬀeront done to his Miſſionary ſo much, 
that he defired the King his Brother to 
grant him Liberty to eſpouſe Clariſſa, the 
young Counteſs of Clarindail, who was of 
his own Religion. The King willingly 
conſented, and the ſame Preparations that 
were making for Clorana, ſerved to cele- 
brate the Nuptials of Clariſſa ; which were 
performed fourteen Days after, with great 
* and a general and ſincere 

Rejoicing 


t 
C 
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Rejoicing of all the Loyal Vandal, who 
had ſilently mourn'd while the other Mar- 
riage was negotiating. | 


 CLARISSA was a Lady of a fine Ge- 
nius, not inferior to Clorana in any Parti- 
cular, excepting her external Beauty, Which 
was not fo delicate as Clorana's, but comely 
enough to attract the Heart of a Prince 


| Who was not a Bigot to Beauty alone. In 


a Word, ſhe made the Prince her Conſort 


perfectly happy, and after the Death of 


the King, which happen'd in a few Years, 
ſhe was (with the Prince) raiſed to the 


Throne, where they till reign, the happy 


Rulers of innumerable faithful Subjects. 
My Readers, perhaps, will think this was' 
a ſenſible Mortification to Clorana, to ſee 
another advanced to that Pitch of Royalty, 
which ſhe was ſo near obtaining; but it was. 


quite the Reverſe, for her Hopes were fix'd 


on a better Foundation, than tranſitory 


Grandeur; and juſt Heaven, the Rewarder 


of real Merit, crown'd her beyond her 
n ; as by the Sequel will appear. 
I 2 BuT 
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Bur now tis Time to return to Amelia, 
who imploy'd the beſt Part of her Time 
in praying for the Recovery of her Friends, 
and begging for Patience to ſupport her 
under all that Providence might inflict up- 
on her. Albertina was now pretty well 
recover'd, but Octavio underwent intole- 
rable Pain for ſeveral Days, till his Wound 
diſcharged itſelf in ſo violent a Manner, 
that at length it diſgorged itſelf of the two 
Bullets, which ſeem'd to ſtruggle which 
ſhould get out firſt, to the great- Joy of the 
Surgeon : After this he grew viſibly better 
every ſucceeding Day, and was able to walk 
about the Chamber. But while every one 
expreſs'd a peculiar Satisfaction for theſe 
Bleflings, a Cloud of Darkneſs ſpread itſelf 
over them, which ſoon 8 9 all their 


Joy. 


_. BELLMONT, after returning home, 
had Time to ruminate on-all his paſt Life, 
which appear'd to him but like a Dream ; 
and this fatal Accident, the dangerous Part 

2 * 
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which had awaked him out of his Lethar- 
gy of Sin; and now when he found him- 
ſelf in his Bed of Repentance, he deſired 
nothing more but a final Delivery out of 
the various Hazards of the World, which 
the Youth of Quality were ſo much ex- 
poſed to. With theſe Thoughts he fell 
into a languiſhing Diſtemper, which by 
little and little diminiſhed his Strength fo 
much, that it obliged him to keep his Bed. 
He had not failed to let Amelia know every 
Day how he did; as likewiſe to enquire 
after their Healths in general; and when 
he underſtood that Octavio and Albertina 
were almoſt able to go out, he rejoiced 
exceedingly, and now more than ever 
wiſhed to die, as having relinquiſhed the 
Thoughts of all earthly Pleaſure; even his 
Deſires to his charming Amelia, were now 
no more than to pray for her 
Happineſs. But when he found his Life 
drawing towards a Period, he ſent a Ser- 
vant to tell Del Roſa he ſhould be glad 
to ſee him and his Siſter, with. Ofavio 


| ne 9 
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Wren Del Roſa receiv'd this Meſſage 
he preſently imagined it prefaged no good; 
ſo ordering his Coach to be got ready, he 
went to acquaint them of going to viſit 
Bellmont, to which they all readily agreed. 
When they arrived there, they were not 
a little ſurpriſed to find Bellmont in Bed, 
in ſo very languiſhing a Condition, that 
he ſeem'd to be drawing near his End. 
It would imploy an abler Pen than mine 
to repreſent to the Life this melancholy 
Interview. He told them, he ſent for 
them to take his laſt Farewel, finding he 
had but a few Hours to live. He again 
begg'd Pardon of Ofavio and Amelia, and 
exhorted Albertina to be cautious how ſhe 
fomented Diſcord among Friends, ſaying, 
You ſee the terrible Conſequence that at- 
tends Envy: I forgive you, and think I 
owe my Reformation to the Effects of your 
Jealouſy; but the Event might have proved 
more fatal, had not divine Providence pro- 
tected the Innocent. Albertina anſwered on- 


ly with — and kneel'd for Pardon, for 
ſedu- 
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ſeducing him. Bellmont begg d her to riſe, 
and taking leave of them one after another 
he reſerved his laſt Breath to bleſs Amelia; 
who, as much reſigned as I have repre- 
ſented her to be, could not behold this 
Object of her Love now expiring, without 
feeling all the Agonies of a Soul in its 
greateſt Diſtreſs, She blamed Albertina, 
accuſed Heaven of Partiality, nay even 
curs'd her Fate, that had made her thus 
miſerable; when Bellmont taking her Hand 
and tenderly preſſing it in his, ſaid, How! 
Amelia, where is all your Reaſon fled? Have 
you forgot Bellmont would have murther' d 
you, and cannot atone for his Crime any 
other Way than by dying? Nor can I ever 
find Peace till I have quitted this earthly 
Habitation : My fluttering Soul pants, and 
labours to ſhake off this Clog of Earth, 
which obſtructs its Happineſs; then, my 
Ameha, regret not the Separation of our 
Bodies, ſince our Souls ſhall one Day meet 
again, all pure and divine as the Angels, 
and never more part. Oh Heavens! if I 
have one Thought upon Earth, tis cen- 
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ter d in Amelia, and J could with Pleaſure 
receive the Almighty's Commands to be 
Amelia's Guardian Angel, to hover perpe- 
tually round her, to prevent the Evils of 
the Day, and the Dangers of the Night. 
Ofavio, once more draw near, and let me 
perform my laſt and greateſt Duty to you; 
you well deſerve Amelia, and ſhe you; be 
a Support to her, and comfort her in her 
Diſtreſs; promiſe me this, and I die ſatiſ- 
fied. Octavio aſſured him, he would con- 
tribute all that was in his Power towards 
making her happy. Then calling to Dei 
Rea, he committed the Management of 
his Funeral Obſequies to his Care, with all 
the reſt of his Affairs; and, continued he, 
you will find all my Directions in Writ- 
ing, which I defire you to put in Exe- 
cution with the utmoſt Expedition. Ame- 
lia, the King of Terrors now approaches, 
and a few Moments will deprive me of 
you ; tell me, while yet you are mine, if 
ought in my Power can leſſen your Grief, 
Ah no, Bellmont, ſays ſhe, you have it not 
in your Power to live, nor is it in mine 
Sr 8 0 
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to die, till J have lingred out my Days in 
Anxiety ; for if Exceſs of Grief could break 
this rebel Heart, the Moment you draw 
your lateſt Breath, Death would cloſe my 
weeping Eyes, in eternal Sleep. Alas! 
How difficult a Taſk it is, to reconcile our 
ſtubborn Will to that of the ſupreme Be- 
ing? If virtuous Love hath its Exiſtence 
from the Godhead, why are we thus chaſ- 
tiſed by a Separation, when our Hearts are 
eternally united? And why do we daily 
experience the Afflictions of the Virtuous, 
while the Vicious go unpuniſhed? Solve 
me this, and I ſubmit to Fate without re- 
pining. Bellmont reply d, Amelia, this is no 
Time to ſtart Queries, nor for me to ſolve 
them; your Underſtanding is obſcured in 
a Cloud of Sorrow, which hinders you 
from comprehending the Benefits I ſhall 
injoy by this Change. The Stings in my 
Conſcience now rage no more, but calm 
and ſerene I reſign my Soul to him who 
gave it. Oh! my Amelia, I am all Ecſtaſy | 
with the near Proſpect of my eternal Feli- 
city: Live happy, virtuous Maid, till Hea- 


VEN 
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ven ſhall pleaſe to diſſolve that beauteous 
Frame, and permit thee to come to the 
Regions of Bliſs. Then graſping her Hand 
eagerly, he kiſs'd it ſeveral Times, and 
fetching two or three deep Sighs, he ex- 
pired ; a bright Example of unſigned 
Penitence ! 


Hrs Friends were all inconſolable, eſpeci- 
ally Amelia, who for ſome Time would not 
ſufter herſelf to be torn from her beloved 
Bellmont ; her Eyes ſeem'd to ſparkle with 
Reſentment, when ſhe looked on Alberti- 
na, as if they would ſay, ſhe was the Au- 
thor of all her Woe; but when ſhe again 
beheld what Deſtruction Death had made, 
her vital Spirits forſook her, and it was 

difficult to diſtinguiſh which had the moſt 
Reſemblance of a real Corps. They took 
this Opportunity to carry her to another 
Chamber, where they uſed all their beſt 
Means to bring her to Life ; which at length 
ſucceeding, ſhe opened has Eyes, and look- 

ing all round, ſhe cloſed them again to 


ſhut out the Light, which was now grown 
2 | hateful 
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hateful to her. She continued in Silence 
for ſome Minutes, but then ſhe gave her 
Paſſion vent in ſo outrageous a Manner, 
that Fire darted from her languiſhing Eyes; 
her Hands, which by Force were prevented, 
ſhe would have imploy'd in tearing her 
lovely Hair, and defacing the Beauties of 
her charming Face, which had been (as 
ſhe faid) the fatal Cauſe of Bellmont's un- 
timely Death; for, aid ſhe, had he never 
loved me, he had never been deluded into 
that Error which coſt him his Life ; Oh 
Bellmont ! Bellmont! At theſe Words ſhe 
diſſolved into Tears, which in ſome Mea- 
ſure allay'd the Fury of her Grief; when 
collecting together her ſcatter'd Senſes, ſhe 
reſign d herſelf to the Will of Heaven: 80 
deſiring her Brother once more to allow 
her to ſee the laſt Remains of Bellmont, 
ſhe ſaid ſhe would return Home, and en- 
deavour to compoſe herſelf, Del Roſa a- 
greed, but with great Reluctance, fearing 
to renew her Afflictions; but ſhe, with the 
greateſt Compoſure of Mind imaginable, 

took wy a Farewel with her Eyes, and 
| depart- 
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departed from that melancholy Scene. 80 
have I ſeen the Sky ſerene and clear, till 
obnoxious Vapours put the whole Firma- 
ment in a viſible Commotion ; when Thun- 
.der and Lightning alternately raging, a 
friendly Shower aſſwages the Storm; the 
Clouds diſperſe, and obſtruct no more the 
Brightneſs of the Sun. ---- Thus Amelia, 
after her firſt Conflict was over, regained | 
a Calmneſs, ſuch as Heaven alone was 
able to adminiſter to her in her preſent 


Neceſlity. 


DEL Roſa was obliged to continue at 
Bellmont's Houſe to perform his Promiſe 
to the Deceaſed, When he came to look 
over the Writings, he found the Bulk of 
Bellmont's Eſtate confer d upon himſelf and 
Amelia, after paying ſome ſmall Legacies to 
his Servants, and Funeral Expences, which 
he defired might be without unneceſſary 
Pomp; but in this Del Roſa exceeded his 
Commiſſion. He firſt call d the Servants, 
and read the Orders of their deceaſed Lord 


to them, for which they expreſs'd their 
Grati- 
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Gratitude; he then doubled the Sum to 
every one, and likewiſe gave them Preſents 
from himſelf. He ſent then for what 
Relations Bellmont had left (for he had not 
many, and they but very diſtant ones) he 
ſhew'd them his Power; but told them not 
to think, that he was ſo avariciouſly inclin- 
ed as to accept of this as his Due; for 
what Trouble ſoever might accrue in the 
Execution of theſe Affairs, he would have 


performed it, with the fame Willingneſs 


without it: He therefore intreated them to 
pleaſe themſelves with the Choice of any, 
or all the valuable Things which the Houſe 


contained, conſiſting in Jewels, &c. reſerv- 


ing only a Ring for himſelf and Siſter. 
This generous Behaviour made every one 
confeſs Bellmont had placed his Friendſhip 


very deſervingly. | 


Arrrx this Del Roa made Preparations 
for the Funeral Solemnity, which was per- 


formed in manner following. Firſt, all the 
poor Children, who were chiefly main- 
tain'd by the * of this noble Lord, 


march- 
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marched by two and two, ſinging a Hymn 
made upon that melancholy Occaſion; then 
thirty Domeſticks of the Deceas d, in deep 
Mourning, trailing their Eſcutcheons after 
them; ſixty young Cavaliers in long white 
Robes; next a Herald bearing the Arms 
of the Deceaſed; then followed the Corps 
born on fix Mens Shoulders, cover'd 
over with a black Cloth, which hung to 
the Ground; over that a Velvet Pall borne 
by twelve young Noblemen in white ; on 
each Side of theſe were three Heydukes *, 


who 


* Heyduke is a Title peculiar to a Sort of Men-ſervants 
in Noble Men's Families; their Office is, to walk on 
each Side the Coach, to open the Coach-Doar, and to 
help their Lord or Lady in and out. Their” Dreſs dif- 
fers from all others; on their Legs they wear tort Spat- 
terdaſhes from the Foot to the Calf of their Leg, with 
Buckles and Straps of Silver or Gold; the ſame of their 
Clothes. Their Waiſt: Coats are very ſhort; the Coat 
like a Gown that the Liverymen of London wear on the 
Lord Mayor's Day. Their Caps are like a running Foot- 
man's; but inſtead of the Flap which thras upwards, theirs 


points ſideways from their Head almoft half a Yard long, 


ending taper as the Point of a Pen Knife ; they are made 
to the Right and the Left, and always point from, and not 


towards the Coach ; for that would hinder their walking 
| | ſo 
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who carried all the antient Trophies of 
Honour belonging to this noble Family. 
On the Top of the Coffin was a Crucifix 
Land a Death's Head, adorn'd round with 
white Plumes. The chief Mourners were 
Del Roſa and Octavio, (the Relations being 
Women ;) an hundred Mourners follow'd; 
and the Proceſſion was cloſed with as many 
old Men as Bellmont was Years old, which 
were twenty four, ſinging the foregoing 
Hymn. The whole Way from Bellmont's 
Houſe to the yo was laid with black 


Cloth, guarded on each Side by fifty Sol- 
diers, whom he kept in Pay. As the Corps 
enter'd the Church, it was met by twenty 
Prieſts of the Dominican Order, who per- 
_ form'd the Funeral Service appointed par- 
ticularly for this Occaſion, This being end- 


ſo near as their Office requires, They wear on their Side 
a prodigious large Horn, hung on a Belt a-croſs one Should- 
er; theſe hang on the ſame Side with the Point of the 
Cap, They are always the largeſt ſized Men. No leſs 
than a Count can keep ſuch Servants; they never have leſs 
than two. Their Clothes are profufely rich, trimmed with 
Gold or Silver Oris. 

| | ed, 
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ed, the Body was interred in the Vault of 
his noble Anceſtors, and the Proceſſion 
/ returned, _ 


Arx this Del Roſa committed the 
Care of Bellmont's Houſe to ſuch of the 
Servants, as had been before in that 
Office; to the others he gave Liberty to con- 
tinue there till they could provide other- 
wiſe for themſelves, allowing them a Com- 
petency for that Time to live upon: So he 
return'd with O&avio to his own Houſe, 
where his Siſter and Albertina were both 
in deep Mourning, and involved in pro- 
found Melancholy. This Meeting awak- 
en'd again the Subject of their Grief; and 
ſince Albertina knew herſelf to be the 
chief Actreſs in the late Tragedy, ſhe con- 
cluded it would be the' beſt Way to re- 
move the diſagreeable Object out of their 
Sight. Next Morning, ſhe addreſs d her- 
ſelf to her Couſins; and, after returning 
them Thanks for their generous Treatment, 
ſhe told them her Deſign was to retire to 
a Convent, to ſpend her Days in Solitude, 

thank- 
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thanking Heaven who had inſpired her 
with Grace, and allow'd her Time to re- 
pent. The half of her Fortune ſhe begg d 
Amelia to accept of, and the other half ſhe 
devoted to Charitable Uſes; ſome to her 
Convent, the reſt to reduced young Ladies. 
It was in vain to attempt to diſſuade her from 
her Reſolution, ſhe having determined it with 
herſelf before Bellmont died. So waving 
all that was faid by Octavio, Del Roſa and 
his Siſter, to induce her to defer it for a 
Time, ſhe gave very folid Reaſons, why 
ſhe ought to perſue her pious Inclinations ; 
and that Day ſhe enter'd the Nunnery, de- 
firing Amelia would frequently fee her in 
the Time of her Noviciate. 


 ALBERTINA was a Lady beautiful 
enough, had a ſprightly Wit, and ſeveral 
fine Qualifications, which ſhe ſuffer'd to 
be eclips'd by the Spirit of Envy, wherein 
ſhe had been indulged from her Infancy by 
her Mother, who herſelf could never bear 
to ſee another preferr'd before her; and 
n * Daughter in the ſame Prin- 
K ciples- 


—— — DIY + ih 
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reſided ſome Years with her Couſin Clora- 
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eiples. After the Death of her Parents 
(which was when ſhe was about fifteen) ſhe 


na, who was her Mother's Siſter's Daugh- 
ter; from thence ſhe removed to Del Roſa's, 
a ſecond Couſin on her Father's Side, where 
ſhe remained till this Time. Having a 
conſiderable Fortune in her own Power, 
it render d her the more capable of project- 
ing her pernicious Schemes, which had like 


to have ſacrificed her to her own Inventi- 


ons. Although ſhe had a Brother, ſhe 
kept no Correſpondence with him, on ac- 
count of her. diſagreeable Humour. But 
now becoming a true Penitent, I leave her 
to the Care of Heaven, and return to 
Octavio. 


Bx this Time he had heard the Report 
of the Marriage being broke off betwixt 
Prince Leonel and Clorana, and another con- 
cluded on the Prince's Part, with the vari- 
ous Reports diſpers'd on that Occaſion. 
He inward ly grieved for: Chorana, but ſtill 


0 propitious Fate would grace her 
with 
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with a Royal Crown; As for himſelf, he 
had always ſeen Amelia's Perfections; but 
her Engagement with Bellmont might well 
prevent his making any Addreſſes to her, 

ſuppoſing his Heart had not been pre-in- 
gaged, His Complaiſance to Albertina was 
only to divert his Melancholy, contracted 
from the Refuſal of Clorana, and to drain 
the Secret from her, which at laſt ſhe pub- 
lickly own'd to be her own Contrivance, 

without having the leaſt Grounds for it. 
But now all thee Obſtacles being removed, 

he beheld Amelia with ſecret Pleaſure, hop- 
ing Fate would put it in his Power to per- 

form the dying Command of Bellmont, viz. 
to make Amelia happy. He cheriſhed 
theſe Thoughts, without letting Amelia per- 
ceive his Deſign in the leaſt; but often 
would, when alone with Del Roſa, give 
him Demonſtration of his growing Aﬀec- 
tion; which Del Roſa very glady heard, 
and told him, when Time had worn off 
his Siſter's Grief, he would himſelf pro- 
pole it to her. 
. Tuus 


132 The Beautiful Ax cA DAN. 

Tnus they ſpent their Time in perfect 
Friendſhip, till the Year was expired, and 
the Mourning for Bellmont laid afide. A. 
bertina's Noviciate was likewiſe almoſt 
come to a Period, and Preparations mak- 
ing for her taking the Veil. The Night 
before the Ceremony was to be performed, 
ſhe begg'd leave of the Abbeſs to ſend for 
Del Roja, his Siſter and Octavio, to bid 
final Adieu to them. When they came, 

ſhe embraced Amelia with the tendereſt 
Marks of Affection; and deſiring them to 
fit down, ſhe addreſs d herſelf to them all 
in theſe Words: I need not trouble you 
with the Hiſtory of my Life; even the 
minuteſt Circumſtance is not conceal'd 
from you. My Faults I have publickly 
confeſs'd to 2 all; but that is no Re- 
compenſe to the injured Chrana: The Aſper- 
ſion I rais'd on her has been whiſper'd from 
Kingdom to Kingdom, as I have been well 


mfotmed ; I would therefore beg that you, 
my Lord, (ſpeaking to Del Raa) nay, 1 
inſiſt, that you will publiſh all the Follies 

* 5 of 
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of my Life to the World, in ſo plain a 
Manner, that the Enemies of Clorana may 
perceive ſhe has been wrong d; her Friends 
have ever believed it; yet it will be ſome 
datisfaction to them, and tis all that I am 
capable of making. Del Roa promiſed he 
would, if it would contribute any Thing 
to her future Peace. She proteſted it was 
the only Deſire ſhe had on Earth; as for 
Octavio and Amelia, they are both too ge- 
nerous to deſire a Repetition of what they 
ſo well knew: I hope you will all pardon 
me, and pray to the Almighty to do the 
ſame. They did not fail to aſſure her of 
a laſting Friendſhip, and freely forgave her; 
adviſing her to keep up her Spirits for her 
great Undertaking, which was ſo near, 
that ſhe ought not to think of any Thing 
elſe. Tis true, reply'd ſhe; but what I 
have now done, was an indiſpenſable Duty, 
and no Expence of my Spirits; for I am 
in a better State of Health than ever; and 
1 declare, I have enjoy'd more Tranquil- 
lity in this Year, than in all the gay Part 
of my Life; and would not return to the 
K 3 World 
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World again for all that is in it. She 
then told them, ſhe hoped they would 
honour her Wedding with their Preſence 
the Day following; fo taking a tender 
Farewel of them all, they returned Tn, 
and ſhe retired to her Cell. 


Tun Morning following, they went to 
the Chapel belonging to the Nunnery, and 
took their Places; ſolemn Muſick playing, 
while the Proceſſion entred. Albertina was 
dreſs' d in Cloth of Gold, adorned with 


various Sorts of Jewels. Upon her Head 


the wore a Crown of Flowers, her Hair 


hanging in lovely Ringlets round her beau- 
tiful Neck, with Diamonds placed careleſly 
in the Curls. Before her went two Girls 
dreſsd in white, beautifully adorn'd with 
Flowers, that they appear'd like two little 
' Flora's: Theſe ſtrew'd Albertina's Way 
with Flowers, and Gold and Silver Spangles, 
as ſhe walked along the Choir betwixt the 
| Biſhop and the Abbeſs, follow'd by the 
| Nuns, who ſung melodiouſly to the ſoft 

_ Muſick, When ſhe came oyer againſt the 
: _ Place 
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Place where her Friends fat, ſhe looked 
on them with a Smile, which expreſs'd 
her preſent Happineſs; ſhe ſeem'd to bleſs 
them with her Eyes, and ſo proceeded to 
the Altar, where ſhe joined in divine Ser- 
vice, That ended, the Biſhop aſk'd her 
all the Queſtions uſual on ſuch Occaſions, 
which ſhe accordingly anſwered, After 
this, the Abbeſs with the oldeſt Nun be- 
gan to undreſs her; while Anthems were 
finging to the divine Notes of the loud 
Organ. When her outward Robes wers 
taken off, there appear'd under, the Nun's 
Habit. Then taking the Crown. off her 
Head herſelf, ſhe caſt it on the Ground 
and trampled upon it; the Jewels were 
taken out of her Hair, and that turned 
up, under a coarſe Linen Cap. The 
Veil and the Cord of the Order were then 
brought, and delivered to the Biſhop. He 
firſt tied the Cord about her Waiſt; and 
then on her Knees ſhe received the ſacred 
Veil from his Hands. After this humbly pro- 
ſtrating herſelf before the Altar, ſhe receiv- 
ed the holy Euchariſt, and the Ceremony 
dt K 4 ended; 
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ended'; the Abbeſs leading her back, fol- 
lowed by the Nuns, as before. And now 
Abertina, from a ſhining Lady, is return- 
ed to her Cell a poor Clare; where ſhe 
lived an Example of Piety, and perhaps 
may be alive at this Day. Del Roſa, Octa- 
vio and Amelia returned hqme, where the 
whole Subject of their Diſcourſe for many 
Days was. Albertina; for ſhe had made 
more Conqueſts that Day without Deſign, 
than when ſhe had formerly employ'd all 
her Art; for now ſhe appear'd innocent and 
beautiful as an Angel. Amelia envied her 
not, but wiſhed herſelf as happy. 


Sou Time after, Del Roſa propoſed a 
n betwixt his Siſter and Octavio; 
but Amelia oppoſed it with all her Power, 
as never intending to marry : However, 
through her Brother's Perſuaſions and Oda. | 
vio's Aſſiduity, ſhe at laſt gave her Conſent, 
and a Year after was happily married to 
OHavip; and they live at this Day, the 
fortunate Parents of a beautiful Offspring. : 
Del- Roſe, according to his Promiſe, - writs | 

bas 72 the 
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che Hiſtory of Albertina, and ſoon after 
died; leaving his great Eſtate to Octavio and 
his Siſter, and their Heirs for ever, who 
are now ally d to the moſt illuſtrious Fa- 
milies in that Country. : | 


Bur to return to the Hiſtory of Clora- 
na, who was now perfectly recovered of 
her Illneſs, and cured of her Ambition. 
She lived a very retired Life, amuſing her- 
ſelf in ſtudying the liberal Sciences, where- 
in ſhe was ſo immers'd, that ſhe forgot the 
more frothy Pleaſures of the World, and 
was almoſt forgot by the World itſelf. 
But much about the Time of Octavio s 
Marriage, an honeſt Dutch Merchant tra- 
velling through Arcadia and all the adja- 
cent Countries, to ſettle a Correſpondence, 
took with him a Siſter, to gratify her 
Curioſity in letting her ſee the Variety of 
other Nations. This Female, contrary to 
thoſe of her Country, had a Genius for 
Travelling, and knew how to make pro- 
per Obſervations on what ſhe met with. 
This Merchant, to qblige his Siſter, call'd 


at 


- 
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at all the Courts, and noble Seats, that pre- 
ſented themſelves to their View. When 
they entred Arcadia, they had the Pleaſure 
of ſeeing Henricus s Caſtle, with all its cu- 
rious Gardens and Caſcades, moſt delight- 
ful to behold; but above all the beautiful 
Chrana, who was ſitting in an Arbour of 
Jeſſamin. 'Seeing a ſtrange Lady, ſhe roſe 
and kindly ſaluted her, bidding her wel- 
come, and deſiring them to regale them- 
ſelves with a ſmall Repaſt, that ſhe would 
order immediately to be brought into the 
Garden. The Merchant and his Siſter, 
ſurpriſed at the courteous Behaviour of the 
Princeſs, were afraid to accept, -and dared 
not refuſe her Offer; which Chrana well 
perceiving laid her Commands on them to 
ſtay, ſaying, ſhe had long had the Deſire of 
aſking ſome Queſtions of the Nature of the 
Government of Holland, with the Laws 
and Conſtitution thereof, which ſhe had 
heard ſo much commended by all Travel- 
lers. The Lady, glad of the Opportunity 
of obliging the Princeſs, gave her a very 


ns and ſatisfactory Account of every 


Par» . 
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Particular, not forgetting to extol the Wiſ- 
dom and Candour of the Magiſtrates, and 
the regular Methods they had to provide for 
the Poor, ſo that no Beggars were ſeen in the 
Streets; a Bleſſing that few Countries can 
boaſt. The Princeſs was extremely pleaſed 
with the Converſation of the Dutch Lady, 
and engaged them to call when they re- 
turn'd back to their own Country, They 
thank'd her Highneſs for the Honour done 
them, and took their Leave. | 


AFTER ſeveral Days Journey, they arrived 
at the Court belonging to the Prince of the 


Mallamucks. This Prince's Conſort, on 
account of a domeſtick Diſagreement, had 
left the Court; but the Prince refided there 


with the Princeſs Dowager his Mother, 
and the young Prince his Son, now about 
one and twenty Years of Age. The Mer- 
chant and his Siſter were courteouſly re- 
ceived by the old Princeſs, who gave Or- 
ders to her Servants to ſhew the Strangers 


the Magnificence of the Court. As they 


_ from one Apartment to another, the 
young 


ES, 


— 
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young Prince ſtill follow'd them; when 
coming into the Beauty-Room where Co- 
rana's Picture was, the Dutch Lady in a 
rapturous Manner, cry'd, Brother, ſee the 
charming Princeſs of Arcadia! The young 
Prince, who had attentively given Ear to all 
that was ſaid, ſeeing they knew the Picture, 
Ad if it had any Likenef of Chrana. 
Such a Likeneſs, (reply'd the Merchant) 
pleaſe your Highneſs, that could it move, 
a Perſon would be puzzled to diſtinguiſh 
which is the true Chrana. The Prince, 
in great Surpriſe faid, Is it poſſible that a 
terreſtrial Subſtance can wear ſuch an an- 
gelick Form! I never admired it for ought, 
but the Genius of the Painter; and 1 
have various Times inquired of them who 
have ſeen her, and have been informed it 
had no Reſemblance of her. That Infor- 
mation, faid the Lady, is in Effect true; 
for 'tis impoſlible to paint her internal Beau- 
ties, without hourly Converſing with her; 
and then one can only form an Idea of her 
without being able to explain it. The 
Fines was ſo delighted with this Relation, 
| that, 


. : 
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that, to prolong it, he obliged the Mer- 
chant and his Siſter to dine with the princi- 
pal Courtiers; and till the Time of the 
Prince's going to Dinner, he walked with 
them in the Garden; where all the Difſ- 
courſe was of Clorana, and her extenſive 
Capacity and rare Qualifications, too tedious 
here to mention. | 


AFTER the Departure of theſe Stran- 
gers, the Prince, who till now had never 
been in Love, was perpetually talking of 
Clorana; ſo that it was not difficult to per- 
ceive what an Impreſſion was made in his 
Mind, by the impartial Deſcription of the 
unprejudiced Hollanders. About this Time 
ſeveral Matches were propoſed for the 
Prince; but none that was agreeable to his 
Inclination, which made his Father won- 
der, ſo that he took notice of it to one of 


is Noblemen, whom he confided nfuch 
in. This Perſon was one of ſingular Me- 
rit, and allow'd the Liberty of giving 


his Opinion, without being confined to the 
nice Punctilios of the fawning Courtiers, 
| 2 ; 1 
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who thro” their Flattery overturn the moſt 
juſt and wiſe Deſigns of their Prince. But 
here it was not ſo; for when the old Prince 
expreſs d his Concern for his Son's cool In- 
clination towards Matrimony, this Lord 
reply'd, May it pleaſe your illuſtrious High- 
neſs, perhaps the young Prince hath placed 
his Affections on ſome other Object, which 
he feats to make known; if ſo, the pro- 
pereſt Way, in my humble Opinion, will 
be to permit him to chuſe for himſelf, pro- 
vided ſhe: be a Perſon of princely Birth: 
By this your Highneſs will diſcover, whe- 
ther his Diſlike to Marriage be general or 
particular, Beſides, ' your Highneſs hath 
experienced the unhappy Effects which at- 
tend forced Marriages; the Princeſs your 
Conſort, although young, beautiful, vir- 
tuous, witty and immenſly rich; yet this 
cContributed nothing to your mutual Hap- 
Pineſs, becauſe your Heart was preingaged. 
If I have ſpoke too much, pardon the Infir= 
mities of an old Man, who would rather 
hazard his own Head, than the Tiran- 
quillity of his Prince. My Talent has 
C7, 2 . 
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ever been to adhere to Truth; and finding 
myſelf before a Prince who can diſtinguiſh 
the ſordid Deſign from the generous, I 
rely-on your Clemency, to put a favourable 
Conſtruction on my Unreſervedneſs. . Man 
may be confider'd as a curious Machine, 
where by too ſtrictly curbing any of the 
preſiding Faculties, the whole Frame is 
hinder'd from performing its appropriated 
Work: Therefore, on my Knees I beg it 


in the Prince's Name, grant him your 


Permiſſion to chuſe a Princeſs for his Con- 
ſort, that may render your Court as agree- 
ably ſhining, as in the Days of your illuſ- 
trious Father. The Prince bid him riſe, 
and told him he would comply with his 
reaſonable Requeſt; ſaying, if all State 
Miniſters would be thus candid in their 
Advice to their Maſters, how many falſe 
Steps ſhould we eſcape, purely projected by 
the Corruptneſs of our Cabinet Counſel- 
lors? But call my Son to receive my Com- 
mands. 


WHEN 
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Warn * young Prince came, his Fa- 
"ther; after puting him in Mind that he 
was of Royal Deſcent, and ſtrictly charg- 
ing him to be cautious how he fixed on 
an Object inferior to his Birth, told him, 
he was at liberty to marry when he pleaſed 
and whom he pleaſed, uſing only the Cau- 
tion before mention d. The Prince, in an 
Ecſtaſy, kneel'd and kiſs d his Father's Hand, 
in token of the Senſe he had of the great 
Favour he then ſhew'd him; and aſſured 
him, he would never abuſe the Confidence 
N in his Conduct. a © 


Tus next Morning, the Prince dreſed 
himſelf like a private Gentleman, and tak- 
ing Horſe, attended only by one Servant, 
ſet out for Arcadia; where coming to an 
Inn, he ſtay'd there, while he ſent his Ser- 
vant to acquaint Clarana that a Nobleman 
from the Mallamuck Court begg d leave to 
kiſs her Robe, (that being the Cuſtom in 
thoſe Parts.) Clorana was juſt ſet down to 
her Toilet, when her Governeſs ſmiling, 


ſaid, Come, Princeſs Clorana, buts fie pur 
Nele r n 
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ſebon auf; which ſignifies in Engliſh; Dif 
von up fine; perhaps this Nobleman is come 
to propoſe a Marriage in the Prince's Name. 
Clorann ſhook her Head, figh'd, and faid, 
No, Lady Lennard, I am not fo vain as to 
think Thave any Intereſt there; but let him 
come; I need not dreſs to receive him. 
S0 twiſting up her Hair, which before 
hung looſe, ſhe put careleſly on her Head 
her ſleeping Attire, In this Diſhabille, ſhe 
permitted the Prince to come, who per- 
ſonating an inferior Perſon, very ſubmiſ- 
ſtyely kiſs d the Bottom of her Robe, 
paying her at the ſame Time a Compli- 
ment from the Princeſs Dowager, the old 
and young Prince. Chrana deſired him to 
fit down, and a Chair was plac'd for him; 
which he (being ſhort-ſighted) drew fo 
-near the Princeſs, that ſhe reſented it; and 
ſtarting ſuddenly back, her Head-tire fell 
off, and expoſed her lovely Silver Hair, 
which hung (naturally curling) down her 
Shoulders; and then it was that ſhe ap- 
pear'd a true Reſemblance of her Picture. 
The Prince, at this agrecable Sight, was fo 
80 L in- 
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inamout'd, that haſtily rifing he took his 
Leave, went to. the Inn, and took Horſe 
immediately, leaving Orders at the Inn, 
to go, as ſoon as he was gone, and ac- 
(paint Clorana, that he was the young 
Prince of the Ma/lamucks, When ſhe un- 
derſtood this, ſhe was prodigiouſly diſpleaſ- 


ed with herſelf for her rude Behaviour: 
Her Governeſs likewiſe reprimanded her, 


and ſaid, No doubt but the Prince had 
ſome particular Reaſon for coming incog- 


nito, which might have been for your Ad- 


vantage; but certainly, he will reſent the 
Affront; for ſuch it appear'd, though it 
happen'd by Accident, The Princeſs an- 
ſwered only, Patience, ſince it is done, and 
can't now be help'd. 


Four Days after, arrived a Nobleman 
from the Mallamuck Court, with Propoſals 
of Marriage to the Princeſs Chrana. Here 
was no Objection, for they were both of 


the fame Religion ; and Henricus, after let- 


ting his Siſter know it, agreed to conduct 


ber himſelf to the Mallanuck Court; 
= 4:4 2 h which, 
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which, eight Days after, was performed. 
There was no Pomp at theſe Nuptials. 
Chrana, when ſhe was eſpouſed to the 
Prince, was dreſs'd in a Night Dreſs, ex- 

cepting her Head, whereon was a Coronet 

of Flowers, embelliſh'd with Jewels, 
which made no Addition to her; her na- 
| tural Beauty ſtood in no need of artificial 
Ornaments. Her Dowry conſiſted in Jew- 
els, and Merits without Number. The 
old Prieſt who performed the Marriage- 
Ceremony, concluded with a kind of pro- 
phetick Prayer; viz. That ſince the Almigb- 
ty had been ſo gracious to permit the fair Clo- 
rana to wear the Crown peculiar to a Vir- 
gin Bride, he hoped, nay believed; that God 
would alſs bleſs her with a Regal One; and 
further pray d, ſbe might be enabled to bear 
the Burthen of it with ſuch Chriftian Pati- 
ence, that in the End ſhe might become the 
worthy Bride of Chriſt, and be rewarded 
with the eternal Crown of Ghry. 


AT this Time there was no Proſpect of . 
this Prayer being fulfill d; for the Royal 
L 2 Line, 
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Line, from whence the Princeſs Dowager 
ſprung, was far from being extinct; there 

being four Heirs yet alive, young and in 
good Health: But by the Time that Clara. 
2a had five Children, the Crown of Ga. 
nia became vacant by the Death of all Ae 
Royal Branches, except one, who choſd te 
be a Bigot to his Religion, rather than a 
Slave to a Crown, By this means it de- 
ſcended to Prince Ado/phus, the old Prince 
of the Mallamucks, who directly embark- 
ed, with all the new royal Family for the 
Kingdom of Gallinia, leaving his Princeſs 
at her own Palace, where ſhe was retired 
on account of the Diſcord that had hap- 
pened betwixt the Prince and herſelf, as has 
been hinted; but it may not be improper, 
in this Place, to give a ſhort Relation of 
the true Reaſon of this Separation, as I 
have been informed by a Lady of undoubt- 
ed Credit, and one who VEL ETIO- 
ceſs's Perſon. | 


+ 0 The Princeſs Char hrta (ſo was * call d) 
vn the richeſt Thy of all the neighbour- 
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ing Countries: She had all the Accompliſhs 


ments that were requiſite, and was. both 
Young and Beautiful. All theſe Advanta- 


ges might have made a greater Prince than 


Adolphus perfectly happy; but he had pla- 
ced his Affections on a young Lady, who 
was Maid of Honour to the - Princeſs, his 
Mother: He would willingly have marry'd 
her, but State Policy prevented it; and the 
Marriage was ſokmnized betwixt him and 
Charktta, to the great Mortification of the 
Prince and the above mention'd Lady, 
Whoſe 1 Name Was Clementina. 


Tur E Princeſ Charlotta was a Lady of 


unqueſtioned Virtue, and behaved herſelf 
with ſuch Diſcretion to her Conſort, that 
although ſhe knew he loved her not, yet 
was ſhe contented, fince he treated her with 


| Reſpect, according to her Birth. But this 


ſeeming Union, which might in Time have 


grown up to a tender Affection, very ſen- 
ſibly alarmed Clementina, who fearing the 


ſtrong Paſſion Adolphus ſtill retain'd for 
her might be extinguiſh'd, in Caſe this 


L 3 good 


130 The Beautiful ARCADIAN. 


good Underſtanding ſhould continue be- 
tween himſelf and his lovely Princeſs, 


ſhe left no Stratagem untried to diſturb 
e | rey” 


1 T Was difficult for Clementina 0 ah 
as to infinuate any Thing that was palpably 
baſe againſt Charlotta; ſhe kept fo ſtrict 
a Guard oyer all her Actions, that it ap- 
pear'd impoſſible for a vile Report to gain 
Belief, But an Adventure ſoon happen'd, 
to gratify the Malice of Clementina. The 
Princeſs had a Couſin (Count King fone) with 
whom ſhe was brought up, in his Father's 
Houſe, under whoſe Care ſhe was, from 
the Time that her Parents died, till ſhe mar- 
ry'd. This young Nobleman had con 
tracted ſuch a Tenderneſs for his Couſin, 
that when ſhe marry'd he laid it extremely 
to. Heart. From that Time he never had 
ſeen her, till ſhe had had one Child and 
was now young with the Second. Count 
King ſtone had made a Virtue of Neceſſity, 
and Pee s e his Melancholy: ; 
. vey 
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when coming to pay his firſt Viſit to his 
Couſin, he was ſplendidly received, and 
entertain d by Adolphus himſelf, and the 
whole Court. He continued there ſome 
Weeks, which again reyived his Paſſion 
for Charlatta; which when he perceived, 
he prudently reſolved to withdraw for ever 
from her Sight. During the Time of his 
Stay at Court, Clementina had daily intimat- 
ed to the Prince, the great Familiarity that 


vas betwixt Charlotta and the Count. The 


Prince had Generofity enough to ſay, He 
would ſee more convincing Proofs, before 


he ſhew'd any Reſentment, In the mean 


Time, he obſerved them very narrowly ; 
but could perceive nothing to accuſe them 
of; however from this he contracted a 
Sourneſs in his Looks, which apparently 
ſpoke his Sentiments, 


CHARLOTTA, upon this, avoided all 
Opportunities of converſing with hEr.Coulin, 
and he on the other Hand haſtned his De- 


parture. The Evening before he was to 
89, the Prince made a magnificent Ball, to 
| L 4 which 


" : 
. . 
—— „„ - a 


__ 0 ene, RN|| 2 


152 The Beautiful AR cADIAN. 
which he invited all the Nobility. Clemen- 
tina took this Opportunty to tell the Prince 

| (while Charlutta was dancing) this was 
the Criſis of his Fate, and he would do 
well to take care not to let it ſlip ; for he 

ſhould preſently ſee what ſhe had fo often 
hinted to him, This put him on making 
cloſer Obſervations than ever; which Char- 
btta taking notice of, ſhe thought it the beſt 

Way privately to withdraw to her Apart- 

ment, under Pretence of being indiſpoſed. 


TH1s was a fatal Piece of Prudence; 
for no ſooner was ſhe retired, but Clementi-. 
na flies, and calls one of the Princeſs's 
Women, whom ſhe had corrupted to her 
| Service by large Preſents, and commands 
ber to come, as if ſent by her Miſtreſs, to 
=” Count — and conduct him to the 
| Princeſs's Dreſſing-Room, about the Time 
that ſhe could be undreſs d. This done, 
ſhe app riſed the Prince of the Princeſs's be. 
ing retired to her Chamber, and beggd 
his Highneſs to have an Eye on the Count, 


The Princeſs was at her Toilet, attended 
only 
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only by her favourite Maid of Honour. 
She was juſt lamenting her unhappy Fate, 
when ſhe heard one enter, which proved 
to be the Count. She in a terrible Surpriſe 
cryed, Coufin, what do you mean? Have 
you a Defign to ruin me in the Opinion of 
the World? While ſhe ſpoke, ſhe heard ſe- 
veral entring the Anti-Chamber, She faid 
to her Maid, For Heaven's Sake! my dear 
Louiſa, conduct the Count down the Back- 
Stairs. As ſhe utter d theſe” Words, the 
Count, without ſpeaking, went out at one 
Door, while the Prince entred the other, 
with two or three Lords, to be Witneſſes 
of his Conſort's Perfidiouſneſs. The Count 
deſcended the Back-Stairs. Louiſa ſtand- 
ing at the Head of them, in the Gal- 
lery, heard ſeveral Voices at the Bottom 
of the Stairs ſaying, Poinard the Villain, 
let him not eſcape. At this there was a 
great Claſhing of Swords, or ſome ſuch 
Weapons, and the Count to this Day was 
never more ſeen. 


To 
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LOUTSA returned full of Horror at 
what ſhe had heard; but when ſhe ex- 
pected to have come to comfort her af. 
flicted Miſtreſs, ſhe could not find her, 
and concluded ſhe was likewiſe murder'd. 
But at laſt ſhe underſtood, ſhe was con- 
fined in a dark Room, where ſhe was 
keep for three whole Days and Nights 
without any Suſtenance, or any of her 
Women to come nigh her. After this, 
when ſhe was delivered out of this Impri- 
ſonment, ſhe was ſent to one of her own 
Caſtles, where ſhe was delivered of a Prince, 
which Adolphus took from her, and had it 
brought up in his own Court, by the wiſe 
Direction of the Princeſs Dowager. When 
faithful Louiſa ſaw the Hardſhips her vir- 
tuous Miſtreſs had undergone, and herſelf 
not allowed to accompany her in her Miſ- 
fortunes, ſhe almoſt loſt her Senſes; and 

although a young Lady of Fortune, ſhe 
never would wear any Thing better than a 
poor Beggar, and ſo ended her Days through 
Exceſs of Grief. As for the Maid, whom 


Clemen- 
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Clementina had ſeduced to this Piece of 
Treachery, ſhe died in a few Months, af- 
ter confeſſin 8 the whole Contrivance. 


Ir was in this Retirement that the Prin- 
ceſs was, when Aablpbus was unanimouſly 
elected King of Gallinia. He reign'd ſe. 
veral Years to the Joy of his faithful Sub- 
jects; when going to viſit his Dominions, 
and pretty far advanced therein, he eſpy d a 
Cavallier well mounted, who rid, without 
any Interruption, to the Side of the King's 
Coach, and threw a Letter into his Ma- 

ſty's Lap, and fo rid away. The King 
open'd and read the Letter, * immedi- 
ately fainted ; but he recover'd again, and 
was with all Speed convey'd to a Palace 
belonging to a near Relation; where, af- 
ter langiſhing a few Days, he expired. 


Tu Is Letter, which occaſion'd this ge- 
neral Surpriſe, was now examined into, 

and was found to be of the Princeſs 
Cbarlttas own Writing. She died ſome 


Months before; and when on her Death- 
a 
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Bed, ſhe call'd this Cavallier, before men- 
tion'd, and taking an Oath of Fidelity of 
him, ſhe gave him the Letter, charging 
him, if ever King Adolphus ſhould return 
to his antient Dominians, to deliver it to 
him ; which he. promiſed he' would do, 
though it coſt him his Life. The Leto 
mine theſe Words: Fe 


| 10 AM n now going to give a Sanne Ace 
Count F all the Actions of my frail Life, 
Du are fenfuble what you have accuſed me of 
tothe World, and what Miſeries have accrued 
therefrom to me. 1 Jmeerely forgive you; 
and declare myſelf intirely innocent, which 
ell m Women aul vouch : And you your- 
Sf 'muſt be ſatisfied you wronged me; yet 
You never publiſhed your Error, as you had 
done [the Crime you thought me guilty of. 
T have been a Martyr to your Caprice, and 
bope T ſhall receive my Reward at the great 
Naben of God; where I challenge you to 
confront me, lo prove our | Innocence, in the 
Balance of divine Fuſtice; and -— 


LY 


CLO- 
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CLORANA was now raiſed to the 
higheſt Pitch of Royalty: For Prince Ga- 
rtauus (her Conſort) was immediately pro- 
claimed King, upon the Death of his Fa- 
ther; and beautiful Clorana received a Re- 
ward from Heaven, due to her Virtue and 
diſtinguiſh'd Merits. The happy People 
of Gallinia pray hourly for a long Life 
to their Royal Patroneſs, who is the Mirror 
of Virtue, Prudence and Generoſity. Her 
Capacity is ſo great, that ſhe, with conſum- 
mate Wiſdom, ſways the heavieſt End of 
the Sceptre, leſſening thereby the Cares of 
her Royal Conſort. Happy the King, and 
happy the People, who are bleſs d with 
ſuch a Queen 
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